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RECOMMENDATIONS

The participants in the Meeting of Leaders of International Search and Rescue Teams adopted the following recommendations, as a result of discussions during the meeting:

1. 
The participants confirmed the continuing validity of the INSARAG doctrine that international emergency operations and humanitarian assistance must be needs driven and not resources driven.  It was recognized that the results achieved by the work of the INSARAG network are now used across a far wider range of emergency situations than originally envisaged and that the INSARAG doctrine has thus become applicable in providing a useful framework for coordination in international emergencies.

2. 
The participants undertook an intensive review of the draft International Search and Rescue Response (ISARR) Guidelines developed as a result of its work at the 1997 Richmond Meeting and reached a consensus on a broad spectrum of the issues considered.  

3. 
The participants agreed that the Guidelines provided an important step forward in the establishment of standards and common procedures for USAR teams likely to be involved in an international response.  In addition they agreed that the guidelines would serve to assist vulnerable countries to further develop their national capacity in disaster response and to raise awareness of the international response mechanisms that could be offered in an emergency situation.

4. 
The participants recommended that, to ensure effective implementation of the revised ISARR Guidelines, they should be disseminated as widely as possible to all organizations likely to be involved in the international deployment of Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) Teams.  The Guidelines should be considered as a dynamic and evolving document, open to further consideration and evaluation in the light of additional experience. To this end, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) was requested to contact other actors identified as possible participants in international USAR emergency response.  

5. 
The participants agreed that OCHA should make the revised ISARR Guidelines available through the Internet, and establish a mechanism to process recommendations for improvement of the Guidelines.  In addition, advantage should be taken to present the document for further discussion at forthcoming INSARAG events, such as the Meeting of the INSARAG Regional Group for Africa/Europe, to take place in Warsaw, Poland from 4 - 7 October 1998.

6. 
The participants recognized that practical results had already been achieved.  Firstly the  USAR Training concept had been developed by the Joint INSARAG/MCDA Working Group on Training, in response to which the Government of Germany had offered to host a pilot training course in March 1999.  Secondly, an INSARAG Website had been established on the Internet within OCHA's Reliefweb (www.reliefweb.int), in order to provide updated/real time information on subjects such as emergency situations, upcoming events, USAR teams and INSARAG reference documents.

7. 
Participants recognized that certain issues require further discussion and clarification by technical experts from the countries represented at the meeting and other interested parties.  Such areas include issues concerning the medical component of USAR teams and the subject of markings during international operations.

8. 
It was recommended that, following the further consultations mentioned in paragraph 5, the revised ISARR Guidelines should be presented to the INSARAG Steering Group and to the International Emergency Response Consultative Mechanism (the Mechanism), for endorsement by a specific date to be determined.

9. 
The benefits of integrating the annual INSARAG meeting of Leaders of International SAR Teams more closely into the NASAR Conference were recognized and appreciated by participants, who considered that valuable information and a cross-fertilization of ideas had been gained through the sharing of lessons learned from the national and international emergency operations presented by the emergency managers involved.

10. 
The participants expressed appreciation to the countries and organizations who had invested resources in their participation in the meeting, to the Government of the United States
Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA), for having sponsored the meeting and to the National Association for Search and Rescue (NASAR) for the excellent  support and facilities provided.

