SUMMARY RECORD OF INSARAG ASIA PACIFIC GROUP MEETING,

SEOUL, 1-3 NOV 2000

1. 
The meeting of the INSARAG Asia - Pacific Regional Group was held in Seoul, Korea from 1 - 3 Nov 2000 under the Chairmanship of Korea. A list of those who attended the meeting is attached at Appendix A . 

2.
The meeting was opened by Mr. Kwon, Hyung - Shin, Commander General, Headquarters Civil Defence and Disaster Management, Ministry of Government Administration and Home Affairs, Republic of Korea. It commenced with a review of the decisions taken at the earlier INSARAG Asia Pacific Regional Group meeting held in Canberra, Australia in March 2000. The participants were of the opinion that suitable action had been taken by the Secretariat and concerned entities to ensure progress on all matters which needed to be pursued.

3.
Thereafter, new members i.e. Cambodia, China and Malaysia presented the current status of their SAR capabilities and the earlier members i.e. Australia, Japan, New Zealand, Singapore and the Republic of Korea updated the meeting on developments in their capabilities since the last meeting.  India was an observer. There was also a briefing by OCHA on the establishment of the On Site Operations Coordination Centre (OSOCC) followed by a discussion on the experience of the actual deployment of the OSOCC in 1999 during the emergencies in Colombia, Mozambique, Turkey and Taiwan,  

4.
In a discussion led by the Vice - Chair, Australia, there was a presentation on the salient features of the INSARAG Guidelines by OCHA and a recapitulation of the decisions taken at Canberra.  This was followed by each country presenting an account of their current status in complying with the guidelines. Concerning the work rotations, Japan, while accepting the idea, raised for consideration by INSARAG the rationale of the idea of putting full force at the initial stage of the rescue work as well, as the possibility of rescuing people alive decreases rapidly over time. It also pointed out that the role of the OSOCC was over emphasized when the OSOCC does not always exist at the site, based on the past experience, as against the Local Emergency Management Agency (LEMA). The meeting agreed that: 

· The INSARAG Guidelines were a living document and a very useful check list for national emergency management entities;
· Cambodia, China and India would review the document and send comments to the INSARAG Secretariat;
· One area which may need a revision in the Guidelines pertains to the need for the affected country to establish a Reception Centre for SAR teams at the airport at the earliest without awaiting the arrival of the UNDAC team to establish the OSOCC.
5.
In the context of the Guidelines there was also a discussion on whether there needs to be a mention in the Guidelines of the responsibility of Media management. It was decided that it is basically the responsibility of the disaster-affected country.
6.
Australia offered to hold the Annual International SAR Team Leaders meeting for 2001 in New South Wales to coincide with the Rescue Expo to be held in Sydney in 2001. There was support from the participants for this suggestion. It was decided that the INSARAG Secretariat will make this offer known during the INSARAG Africa Europe meeting to be held in Tunisia from 16 - 18 Nov 2000. Once the dates and venue are finalized by Australia, the INSARAG Secretariat will inform all SAR teams.

7. There was a discussion on the possibilities of conducting a regional joint disaster management exercises amongst the members of the regional group. Singapore stated that it already has a bilateral SAR exercise with Malaysia once every two years and was willing to have a similar bilateral exercise with any other country. It was decided that any interested country should contact Singapore on a bilateral basis.

8.  Australia stated that their experience of sending a participant to Sweden this year to take part in Ex TRIPLEX arranged by OCHA in cooperation with the five countries of the International Humanitarian Partnership (IHP - Finland, Sweden, Denmark, Norway and UK) was very positive and suggested that a similar regional exercise could be thought of in the region. OCHA outlined the concept of such an exercise and the inputs that are required to conduct such an exercise; these were quite modest. OCHA stated that should it be decided to hold such an exercise, it could deploy the UNDAC team and an OSOCC at no cost to the host country. Since the bilateral Singapore – Malaysia exercise is scheduled for 2002, the participants felt that the gap was too great and there was a need to hold a separate exercise in 2001. OCHA suggested that in view of its location, experience and facilities, Singapore consider hosting a regional exercise in 2001 at a date convenient to it. Singapore stated that OCHA should route this proposal to the Government of Singapore through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for consideration.  Australia, China, Malaysia stated their willingness, in principle, to join the regional exercise if it is held in Singapore. Japan wanted to see the proposal before it considers its position.

9.
During the meeting, in accordance with the decision taken in Canberra, a one day table top exercise was jointly organized by Korea and OCHA and held with the following aims:

· To consolidate the input and discussions conducted during the INSARAG Meetings

· To raise awareness of the mechanics of international emergency response

· To facilitate open discussion and the sharing of experiences and expertise amongst participants

· To consider the demands placed amongst an affected country with the request, reception and management of International SAR Teams 

The exercise met all its aims and was widely appreciated by all participants.

10. 
Korea stated that they have training courses on SAR in their 119 unit on a regular basis and could accommodate up to 40 participants from other countries in the region, They were prepared to offer these course vacancies on a ‘ no in – country cost’ basis to countries of the region. On being asked about schedules and details, they requested that Mr. Byun be contacted by e-mail for details. Singapore also stated that they were prepared to offer vacancies on their International SAR course.

11. 
Korea suggested that training standards for skills in SAR operations should be established by INSARAG. After some discussion, it was decided that the INSARAG Secretariat would place this proposal before the INSARAG Training Working Group.

12. 
OCHA as INSARAG Secretariat, informed the meeting of the recommendation contained in para.135 (m) of the UN Secretary General’s report to the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) dated 30 May 2000, in which he has recommended that member states create a Convention to cover the deployment and utilization of international urban search and rescue teams.  It also informed the meeting that Switzerland had decided to follow up on this and appointed a consultant to prepare a draft Convention and also arrange a meeting of interested countries. All participants appreciated the information and wished to be kept informed on progress so that they could also participate in discussions on the Convention.

13. 
The question of hosting the next INSARAG Asia Pacific Regional meeting was also discussed. New Zealand offered to host the meeting in November 2001. The meeting decided to gratefully accept the offer made by New Zealand. Once New Zealand finalizes the dates, the INSARAG Secretariat will inform all countries in the region.  China expressed the wish to host a regional meeting in the future, possibly in 2002.

14.
Korea gave a live demonstration of the very impressive capabilities of their National 119 Rescue team to all participants. OCHA made a presentation on the International Emergency Response system and the UNDAC team to the participants. Subsequently some countries stated that they would get in touch with OCHA‘s Field Coordination Support Unit (FCSU) bilaterally to enquire on modalities for joining the UNDAC system.   

14. 
New Zealand was elected the new Chairman of the INSARAG Regional Group for one year with effect from 1 April 2001 when the tenure of the current Chairman, Korea, finishes. Korea was elected Vice Chairman for one year from that date also. The meeting decided that in future, a Chairman will be elected every year and the outgoing Chairman will become the Vice-Chairman for that year in order to ensure continuity.  The meeting thanked Australia, the outgoing Vice Chairman, for its contributions to the group. 

15. 
There being no other business, Japan proposed a vote of thanks to the current Chairman, Korea, for their excellent hospitality and organization of the meeting. This was unanimously endorsed. The meeting was then closed.  
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