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The meeting of the Regional Group Africa/Europe was organised and hosted by the Government of the Netherlands on 16 and 17 April 2003 at The Hague. The Field Coordination Support Section (FCSS) of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), in its capacity as INSARAG Secretariat, co-organised the meeting.

The meeting was opened by Mr. Joost Andriessen, Head of the Humanitarian Affairs Department Human Rights and Peace Building Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands, and addressed by he INSARAG Chairman, Mr. Toni Frisch, Delegate for Humanitarian Aid and Head Swiss Humanitarian Aid Unit, and INSARAG Chairman. 38 participants from 22 countries and organisations as well as 6 observers from the Americas and Asia/Pacific INSARAG Regional Groups participated in the meeting. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Kjell Larsson, Head, International Department, SARSA, Sweden, and chairman and Chairman of the INSARAG Regional Group Africa/Europe.

Presentations were made to the following topics:

· Results of the meeting of the ISARAG Steering Committee on 15 April 2003

· Results of previous INSARAG meetings, i.e. Regional Group of the Americas in Fairfax, May 2002, Regional Group Asia/Pacific in Shanghai, November 2002 and International USAR Team Leaders meeting in South Africa, in December 2002

· The project of Terms of Reference and Skills Profile of USAR-OSOCC liaison persons

· The status of the INSARAG Guidelines Revision Process

· The light/medium/heavy USAR team Classification Concept

· Results of the Regional Working Group on Training

· Project of the INSARAG Outpost Secretariat in Tunisia

· Concept of Collapsed Structure Evaluation 5/10

· INSARAG Summarized presentation material

· Exercises TRIPLEX 2002 and joint NATO/PfP-INSARAG exercise Ferghana 2003 in Uzbekistan

· Possibilities of a regional USAR exercise in 2004

· Review Study on Priority Areas for the Africa/Europe Regional Group in conjunction with the adoption of GA Resolution 57/150 of 16 December 2002 “Strengthening the Effectiveness and Coordination of International USAR Assistance”

· Introduction of the International Rescue Dog Organisation (IRO)

· Armenian disaster response mechanism

· Response to the China earthquake in February 2003

Additional topics covered:

· Status of NGO USAR teams within the Regional Group Africa/Europe

· Capacity building within the Regional Group Africa/Europe

The following background documents, which were referred to in presentations, are available in .zip format on the INSARAG website at www.reliefweb.int/insarag under “Reports” as annexes to the report of the INSARAG Africa/Europe meeting on April16/17 2003:

· UN General Assembly Resolution 57/150 of 16 December 2002

· Light/medium/heave USAR team classification concept

· Terms of Reference and skills profile for USAR-OSOCC liaison persons

· Review Study of Priority Areas for Development in the Africa/Europe Regional Group

· Project Proposal for the INSARAG Outpost Secretariat in Tunisia

· INSARAG Presentation Material

· Presentation of 5/10 Collapsed structure evaluation method

The discussions during the meeting resulted in the following work-plan for the Africa/Europe Regional Group:

1. Members of the INSARAG Regional Group Africa/Europe to provide comments on the proposed light/medium/heavy USAR team categorization by 15 May 2003 to the INSARAG Secretariat. These will be consolidated by the Secretariat and sent to the Americas Regional Group  (action: member countries of the Regional Group Africa/Europe)

2. The INSARAG Secretariat to carry out an analysis of earthquake-prone zones in Africa and prepare a list of African countries, which the Regional Group should try and ensure participate in its activities in the future (action: INSARAG Secretariat)

3. Conduct a seminar for African earthquake prone countries in Egypt or Tunis in 2003 in order to raise awareness about INSARAG (action: Chairman, INSARAG Secretariat)

4. Establish the proposed INSARAG Outpost Secretariat in Tunisia (action: Chairman, Vice-Chairman, INSARAG Secretariat)

5. Conduct an international USAR exercise in Armenia in the first half of 2004 (action: Chairman, INSARAG Secretariat, Armenia)

6. Modify the concept of NGO participation within INSARAG for the Africa/Europe Regional Group as follows (action: INSRAG Secretariat):

a. Interested NGO USAR teams to inform the INSARAG Secretariat

b. Should the concerned government not be in a position to certify the suitability to join INSARAG, a committee from experts of the Regional Group and the INSARAG Secretariat to visit the NGO and review the USAR team’s operational capability

c. Upon completion of this review, the INSARAG Secretariat to request approval from respective Government

7. The Regional Group approved the proposed work-plan of the Working Group on Training. The Working Group should collect information on training facilities and resources within the region through a questionnaire and should publish the inventory on the proposed web-database on USAR training resources within the INSARAG website by 31 December 2003 (action: Regional WG on Training)

8. IT was decided to continue the Swedish funded Review Study on “Areas of Priority Development within the INSARAG Regional Group” in order to determine awareness of existing INSARAG tools and make recommendations on measures to improve their use (action: Chairman)

9. The proposed concept for the evaluation of collapsed structure (5/10 approach), originated by Solveig Thorvaldsdottir of Iceland, should be further developed. Interested countries from other Regional Groups should be consulted (action: INSARAG Secretariat)

10. All member countries of the Regional Group Africa/Europe to report INSARAG Focal Points to the INSARAG Secretariat. For this purpose and to facilitate the process, member countries should revise or complete respective information on the INSARAG website within the SAR Directory (action: all member countries of the Regional Group Africa/Europe, INSARAG Secretariat)

11. Sweden invites interested donor countries form the Regional Group in the second half of 2003 to talks about a strategy for capacity building in African and NIS countries at a date and time to be intimated to them (action: Chairman)

12. All member countries to take action to promote the UN GA Resolution 57/150 of 16 December 2002 among relevant entities and organisations within their countries (action: all member countries of the Regional Group Africa/Europe)

13. As decided by the INSARAG Steering Committee, member countries to identify benchmarks (i.e. measurable results) for implementation of the UN General Assembly Resolution 57/150 of 16 December 2002 and send these to the INSARAG Secretariat by 15 May 2003. An overview of the achievements of these benchmarks will sever as input for the report of the SG to the 59th session of the GA (action: all member countries of the Regional Group Africa/Europe, INSARAG Secretariat)

14. The Chairman, Mr. Kjell Larsson and the Vice-Chair Mr. Mocef Belkhir, were re-elected in their respective function for the period 2003/2004.

15. The next meeting of the INSARAG Regional Group Africa/Europe to be held in Tunisia in the first half of 1004. It was recommended to organise working groups in next years’ meeting in order to elaborate questions of concern and to improve participant involvement

Additional issues:

· The IRO to share the finalised Guidelines on Search Dogs with the DACH working group by June 2003

· The Japanese delegation announced the next meeting of the Regional Group Asia/Pacific to be held in Kobe, Japan on 13/14 November 2003 and invited countries from the Regional Group Africa/Europe to attend as observers. The meeting is scheduled only two days before the International USAR Team Leaders meeting, which will be held in Seoul, South Korea, from 17 to 19 November 2002.

· The delegate from Egypt, Dr. Mustafa Tag-Eldeen thanked the host government, the Chairman and the INSARAG Secretariat for the organisation and conduct of the meeting and confirmed the support of the Egyptian Government to INSARAG. He congratulated the Chair and Vice-Chair for their re-election and expressed his wish that INSARAG includes more African countries in the future

· The delegate from Estonia offers to host the next meeting of International USAR Team Leaders in Estonia in 2004.

