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INSARAG International USAR Team Leaders Meeting

Singapore

23/24 September 2004

Chairman’s Summary

The meeting of the 2004 annual International INSARAG USAR Team Leaders was chaired by Mr. Puniamoorthy Ramasamy, Director, Singapore Civil Defence Force Academy. The meeting was attended by 60 participants from 28 countries and organisations. The list of participants is attached as annex I.

Opening remarks were made by the Chairman Mr. Puniamoorthy Ramasamy and Mr. Arjun Katoch, Chief FCSS and Secretary INSARAG, UN OCHA-Geneva.

Presentations were made to the following topics:

· Emergency medical and technical rescue issues surrounding heavy lifting and shoring operations (South Africa)

· Confined-space medicine (Japan)

· Satellite images to improve decision making for international USAR deployment (Germany)

· The revised USAR Training inventory database on the INSARAG website (Germany)

· Introduction of the standard light USAR course concept (BREC) that is used in the Americas Regional Group (USA)

· Introduction of the CAT1 USAR course that has been developed by Australia (Australia)

· Proposal of the concept for successful and effective USAR (Switzerland)

· Optimising the use of search dogs integrated in the USAR team (Norway, Sweden, Switzerland)

· Introduction of USAR capability of new INSARAG member countries (China, Netherlands)

In addition to the presentations, workshops were held to discuss the proposed light/medium/heavy USAR classification concept and the INSARAG Marking System.

The discussion following the presentations and during the workshop resulted in the conclusions and recommendations as given below together with agenda items that were proposed to be included in the next USAR Team Leaders meeting.

This report is also published on the INSARAG website at www.reliefweb.int/insarag following the link “Events” or “Reports”.

Conclusions/Recommendations

1. .USAR Classification Concept: The recommendations of the meeting  can be summarised as follows:

a. It was confirmed that international USAR teams should be categorised into light, medium, and heavy categories;

b. It was confirmed that the categories should be subdivided into Management, Search, Rescue, Medical, and Logistics components;

c. It was recommended that in addition to the five components of each category, a description of ‘General Issues’ that should cover crosscutting aspects, such as the capacity to work at multiple sites in different environments, to operate at night, should be considered;

d. The ‘bar-code’ method of indicating capabilities of international USAR teams was discussed;

e. During the presentations of working groups, the distinction between heavy and medium USAR teams often seemed blurred. In order to avoid ambiguity of interpretation of the classification concept, the differentiation between medium and heavy USAR teams needs to be clearly identified and described in the INSARAG Guidelines;

f. It was proposed to use the outcome of the Singapore Team Leaders meeting as a basis for discussion in the forthcoming INSARAG inter-regional workshop in 2005 for finalisation of the USAR classification concept.
Action: INSARAG Secretariat
2. INSARAG Marking System

a. The revised structural marking system, as presented by the working group was endorsed, but a few modifications need to be made, as listed below:

i. Clarify when a marking can be modified and when a new symbol has to be drawn;

ii. The building reference (codename or number) needs to be included in the structural marking system;

iii. Explain in the Guidelines the reason for the indication of extracted victims or bodies (i.e. as reference for local authorities) to increase clarity of procedures;

iv. The step-by-step explanation, which was presented by Mr. Per-Anders Berthlin of Sweden, should be included into the Marking System chapter of the INSARAG Guidelines;

v. The step-by-step marking system should be made available as online training session on the INSARAG website;

vi. Clarify in the INSARAG Guidelines the correct use of the circle and the cross-out line in the marking system;

vii. Recommendations for further development of the Marking System should be posted on the Virtual OSOCC.

3. Proposal for Effective and Successful USAR (CES) by Switzerland

a. The CES concept describes well the sequence of cooperation between a given USAR team and OSOCC/LEMA, as currently defined in the INSARAG Guidelines;

b. To proposal that USAR teams create the function of “On-Site Advisors” to carry out site assessment and ensure safety on-site, should be considered by USAR teams;

c. It was felt that the CES concept does not replace the 5/10 approach. The 5/10 approach could be utilised within the CES concept in the area of collapsed structure evaluation;

d. The meeting identified the need to further work out the coordination procedures between multiple USAR teams, LEMA and OSOCC. This should be brought to the attention of the INSARAG Guidelines Working Group in order to define the workflow procedures for USAR liaison persons in the OSOCC should be considered.

4. It was proposed that the International Rescue Organisation (IRO) should take the lead to develop standards for search dog evaluation and accreditation. Interested countries will be invited to an IRO workshop in 2005 to discuss the issue further.

5. At every USAR Team Leaders meeting, a workshop or tabletop exercise on a relevant portion of the INSARAG Guidelines should be held to increase or maintain familiarisation of participants with the document.

6. Considerations for the agenda for the next USAR Team Leaders meeting

a. Workshop: Coordination and functioning of USAR team liaison persons in the OSOCC in a multi-cultural environment (INSARAG Secretariat);

b. Presentation: Results of the seminar of USAR operations in bio-chemical environment (Singapore);

c. Presentation: Results of the workshop on search dog evaluation and accreditation standards (IRO);

d. Presentation: The Global Disaster Alert System (GDAS) (INSARAG Secretariat);

e. Presentation: Prospects and current situation on search robots (Japan)

f. Increase the length of the meeting. The length of the meeting should be determined by identified agenda items but should not be less than 3 days.

g. Workshop: Safety and security of USAR teams in the field

h. Presentation: Web-based training tool for INSARAG

i. The agenda of the next USAR Team Leaders meeting to be developed by stakeholders at the INSARAG Guidelines revision meeting.

j. Consider to conduct parallel sessions or working groups for only those participants who are interested in the respective topic

k. Presentation: results of the INSARAG medical guidelines

l. Introduction of USAR capabilities of INSARAG member countries (Estonia, ISAR/Germany, Australia, Canada, Korea)

m. Presentation: Results of the evidence data action system

n. Presentations should be posted on the Virtual OSOCC by respective presenters prior to the meeting

7. Announcements

a. Singapore offered to open the INSARAG Asia – Pacific Regional Group seminar on ‘USAR operations in bio-chemical environment’ to participants from other regional groups. The seminar will be held on 23-24 November 2004 in Singapore. Information about the seminar, including registration forms will be posted on the Virtual OSOCC by Singapore;

b. A rescue dog symposium, jointly sponsored by Korea National 119 Rescue Services and Samsung Rescue Dog Training Centre will be held in Seoul, South Korea from 15 to 19 April 2005.;

c. Australia will make available its Cat 1 self training CD ROM to all those who are interested;

d. IRO will organise a workshop for interested countries in 2005 to discuss search dog evaluation and accreditation standards.

8. The next meeting of USAR Team Leader will be held in Estonia in 2005. The venue and date are subject to confirmation.

9. The meeting thanked the Singapore Civil Defence Force for organizing the meeting and for the hospitality.

