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INSARAG Steering Committee Meeting

Geneva, 28 April 2005

Chairman Summary

Participants in the meeting:

Mr. Toni Frisch, Switzerland (Chairman)

Mr. Thomas Hoenicke, Germany

Mr. Claus Höllein, Germany

Mr. Ashim Khurana, India

Mr. Eiichi Suzuki, Japan

Mr. Koji Ota, Japan

Mr. Masaaki Nakagawa, Japan

Mr. Sin Pang Lim, Singapore

Mr. Tan Hwi Min, Singapore

Mr. Moncef Belkhir, Tunisia

Mr. Terry Joe Dejournett, USA

Mr. Dewey Hindman Perks, USA

Mr. Arjun Katoch, OCHA

Mr. Thomas Peter, OCHA

Action Points

1. Database on bilateral capacity building agreements: Germany to compile instructions on the use of databases on training and bilateral capacity building agreements that have been established on the INSARAG website. The INSARAG Secretariat to disseminate this information within the network (action: Germany, INSARAG Secretariat).

2. Dealing with press and mass media: INSARAG to include in the USAR team leaders meeting (23-26 Nov 2005) a module, based on the module used in UNDAC induction courses, to help USAR team leaders in handling media. Switzerland will fund consultants to facilitate the workshop (action: INSARAG Secretariat, Switzerland, Estonia).

3. USAR Team evaluation: INSARAG member countries are requested to implement a self evaluation of all USAR teams by 31 March 2006 based on the interim USAR Classification checklist. The feedback from the teams about the document should be sent to the INSARAG Secretariat in order to improve the checklist accordingly (action: all member states, INSARAG Secretariat).

4. Building structures information of disaster-prone countries: In the event of a major earthquake responding countries who have specialized knowledge of the affected area, in particular composition of buildings, are requested to post this information on the Virtual OSOCC immediately (action: all member states).

5. INSARAG Progress report: INSARAG Secretariat will issue a progress report by 31 December 2005 to members of the Steering Committee on action taken on Steering Committee meeting decisions (action: INSARAG Secretariat and the INSARAG).

6. The INSARAG Guidelines were adopted as an interim document and will be published on the INSARAG website in its current form. A presentation of the INSARAG Guidelines to be included in the agenda of the team leaders meeting in November 2005 in Estonia (action: INSARAG Secretariat, USA, Sweden).

7. The INSARAG USAR Classification checklist paper was adopted as an interim document with the constraint that the light USAR team checklist needs further work. The USAR classification concept will be field tested by the USA, who will request two observers from each Regional Group to its USAR exercise in September 2005. This should serve to test the document. Regional Groups are requested to inform the INSARAG Secretariat by June 2005 about the names of their representatives for this activity (action: regional groups, INSARAG Secretariat, USA).

8. GDAS Concept: The Steering Committee encourages INSARAG member countries to support the GDAS concept and requested the INSARAG Secretariat to present the GDAS concept in INSARAG regional meetings and the team leaders meeting (action: member states, INSARAG Secretariat).

9. Regional INSARAG Antenna: Tunisia was complimented on the functioning of the Regional Antenna and it was decided that additional INSARAG Regional Antennae to be established in other regions only if approved by the Steering Committee and after careful analysis of the needs in order to avoid duplication (action: INSARAG Secretariat).

10. USAR Training:  Systematic identification of capacity in regions for USAR training and use of this for USAR capacity building was discussed. It was decided that this should include the development of standardized curricula and identify countries that are offering related training. This should initially be utilised for basic USAR training. An inter-regional ad-hoc working group under the lead of the USA to produce an overview of countries that offer international USAR training, including train-the-trainers courses, by 31 December 2005 (action: Americas Regional Group under the lead of the USA).
11. Cooperation between INSARAG and regional networks (EU, NATO, ASEAN, etc.) in disaster response and regional USAR exercises: INSARAG member countries should avoid, if possible, to host regional USAR exercises with earthquake scenarios without consulting with the INSARAG Secretariat. The INSARAG Chairman to officially write to EU and NATO, and other organisations concerned, about the need to coordinate these activities and ensure the application of INSARAG Guidelines, where necessary. The message should also include a request for better cooperation in disaster response. A visit of the INSARAG Chairman (with OCHA and other Steering Committee members) to Brussels to discuss this issue with heads of respective organisations should be organised (action: all member states, INSARAG Chairman, INSARAG Secretariat).
12. Awareness building: There is a need to continue to introduce standard and tested INSARAG methodology consistently in disaster-affected countries. INSARAG member countries should use bilateral arrangements with disaster-prone countries as a vehicle for this information. This should ensure that INSARAG methodology is applied in cases when only a few USAR teams are deployed on a bilateral basis. (action: all member states, INSARAG Secretariat).

13. Lessons Learnt in the Tsunami Disaster: The Steering committee supported the idea of conducting a workshop on lessons learned in the first response phase, to the Indian Ocean Tsunami disaster. Germany is prepared to host the workshop, which will be held in two parts, thereby covering rapid response, including USAR, as well as military-civil cooperation. The workshop should be held in early July 2005. The INSARAG Secretariat will assist with the development of the agenda and suggesting invitees (action: Germany, INSARAG Secretariat).

14. INSARAG visibility: INSARAG thanks Tunisia for the tentative offer of inviting INSARAG to have an information stand at the WSIS fair in November 2005 in Tunisia. An expert should be identified to assist with the preparation of the INSARAG stand. Switzerland is considering providing the expert (action: INSARAG Antenna, INSARAG Secretariat, Switzerland).

15. Regional INSARAG Meetings 2006: It was agreed that Regional Groups conduct separate meetings in 2006 and not to replace regional INSARAG meetings by a global INSARAG conference, as suggested in the Steering Committee meeting in Lima, Peru, in August 2005.

16. The next meeting of the Steering Committee to be held in Asia/Pacific in conjunction with the regional meeting in 2006 in accordance with the current agreed procedures.
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