Meeting of the INSARAG Regional Group Africa/Europe/Middle East

Budapest, Hungary
01-02 October 2009
Chairman Summary 
The meeting of the INSARAG Regional Group Africa/Europe/Middle East was held in Budapest, Hungary on 01-02 October 2009. The meeting was hosted by the Government of Hungary (the National Directorate General for Disaster Management of Ministry of Interior). The meeting was chaired by LTG Attila Tatar, Director General of National Directorate General for Disaster Management, Hungary. It was opened by Mr. Zoltan Varga, the Minister of the Ministry of Local Government, LTG Attila Tatar and Arjun Katoch, Chief of the Field Coordination Support Section of OCHA Geneva. The list of participants is attached. 
The following topics were presented and discussed at the meeting:

· Review of progress of the 2008 INSARAG Africa/Europe/Middle East Regional Group  
· Update on INSARAG Americas Regional activities in 2009 and Work Plan in 2010
· Report on INSARAG Africa/Europe/Middle East USAR Earthquake response exercise, Armenia, March 2009
· Update on the INSARAG Global Meeting in 2010

· Report of the INSARAG Antenna in Tunisia

· Reports on progress of INSARAG Working Groups
· Training Working Group 

· Search Dog Working Group

· Medical Working Group

· Disaster management system in Hungary

· Discussion on the additions/update to the INSARAG Guidelines

· Update on the progress of the INSARAG External Classification (IEC), Reclassification and IEC Checklist 2010 Version
· Revision of the USAR Directory

· USAR related capacity building in the  Region
· USAR capacity assessment missions

· Briefing on the accreditation process in the INSARAG Americas Region

· Discussion on Capacity Building of National (Domestic) USAR Teams and Light Teams
· USAR training/exercise experiences in the Region

· Overview of USAR related activities in the region planned by Member States

The discussions during the meeting resulted in recommendations for follow-up activities, as described in the work plan of the INSARAG Regional Group Africa/Europe/Middle East for 2009/2010 given below.

Summary of Meeting and Work Plan of INSARAG Africa/Europe/ Middle East Regional Group 2009-2010
The INSARAG Regional Activities
· The Chairman INSARAG Americas region briefed the meeting on the Americas regions’ activities in 2009 and provided feedback on their work plan for 2010. The INSARAG Secretariat reported on the other regional and system wide activities in 2009 and provided feedback on the work plan for 2010.

 INSARAG External Classification (IEC) and Revised IEC Checklist  

· The INSARAG Secretariat and countries that had recently undergone an IEC gave a comprehensive presentation on the scope, process and phases of IEC. Member countries requesting to undergo the IEC process are encouraged to contact the INSARAG Secretariat as soon as possible.
· The revised IEC Checklist was presented to the participants. The checklist includes additions from the Medical and Search Dog Working Groups and some rephrasing of questions to lessen ambiguity. It was recommended that the IEC Checklist have a column indicating cross reference with the relevant paragraph of the INSARAG Guidelines so as to ensure clarity. 

· It was recommended that countries undergoing the IEC process should have a mentor. 

· Member countries are invited to sponsor suitably qualified IEC expert classifiers. Members were reminded that all expenses for IEC team classifiers are to be borne by the providing country. 
Action: Member Countries / INSARAG Secretariat

Reclassification
· The meeting discussed the newly developed process of reclassification and the first reclassification conducted in UK in June 2009. The meeting endorsed this process.
Action: Member Countries / INSARAG Secretariat

INSARAG Training Working Group (TWG)

· The TWG made a presentation on the progress of its activities. A First Responders pilot course was conducted in Singapore from 02-05 December 2008. It was funded by THW, Germany and hosted by the Singapore Civil Defence Force. 
· The INSARAG TWG was requested by the Regional Group to come up with a recommended checklist of information required to be provided by USAR Teams in the field to the OSOCC. This should be done in consultation with FCSS (Manager of UNDAC Team) and the group of countries led by Switzerland which have already worked on this issue. 
· The Regional Group will continue to participate in and support the activities of TWG in 2010. 

Action: TWG Chairman / Member Countries/ DACH / INSARAG Secretariat 
INSARAG Medical Working Group (MWG)

· The MWG gave a presentation on its work in 2009. Although the expected deliverables of MWG as specified in its ToR have been completed, the MWG requested to continue with its activities.  The Regional Group supported this request and asked the INSARAG Secretariat to forward this recommendation to the Steering Committee. The MWG is requested to provide the Secretariat by 20 October 2009 with draft ToR for consideration by the INSARAG Steering Committee. 

Action: MWG Chairman / INSARAG Secretariat

INSARAG Search Dog Working Group (SDWG)

· The SDWG briefed the meeting on its activities and presented its completed work in 2009. 

· The SDWG was requested to provide its recommendations to the INSARAG Secretariat by 20 October 2009 for discussions at the INSARAG Steering Committee. 

Action: SDWG Chairman / INSARAG Secretariat

EU USAR

· The Netherlands was requested to inform the INSARAG Regional Group of a new search and rescue project being conducted within the region by EU at the next annual Regional Group Meeting.
Action: the Netherlands / INSARAG Secretariat
FEAT (Flash Environmental Assessment Tool)
· Following the presentation of FEAT made by Environmental Emergencies Unit (EEU) of OCHA in Geneva, it was decided by the Regional Group that FEAT in its present form can not be utilised by the USAR teams in the field, but there is a necessity to provide hazard related information to the OSOCC by USAR teams. INSARAG Secretariat was requested to formulate a method of doing so which does not increase the workload of USAR teams in consultation with EEU and all other appropriate parties. 

Action: EEU /  INSARAG Secretaria 
INSARAG Guidelines

· Discussions were held on the status of the planned update of the Guidelines and the intent for it to be ready for hand-out during the 2010 INSARAG Global Meeting. The group was reminded that this is not a rewrite of the Guidelines but only an effort to incorporate input received from the INSARAG Regional Groups and USAR Team Leaders during 2009. The Secretariat reminded participants that the document is posted to the Virtual OSOCC and that comments are welcome up to 30 October 2009.
Action: Member Countries / INSARAG Secretariat

INSARAG Global Meeting 2010

· The INSARAG Secretariat made a presentation on the INSARAG Global Meeting planned for 2010 and announced that the Government of Japan has kindly agreed to host the meeting in Kobe City from 14 to 16 September 2010. The meeting will be conducted in two parts. On the first day, INSARAG Regional Groups will meet separately to discuss regional issues in lieu of their annual regional meetings. On subsequent days all three INSARAG Regional Groups will meet together to discuss global issues.
Action: Member Countries / INSARAG Secretariat
Capacity Building of National (Domestic) USAR Teams and Light Teams
· The Regional Group discussed capacity building of national (domestic) USAR teams and light teams that are not used for international purposes, but which may be used cross-border during emergencies. 
· The Secretariat also briefed them on USAR team capacity assessment missions organised by the Secretariat upon the request of Member States to carry out a quick assessment of the state of USAR capacity in their country.
· The Chairman of the Americas region briefed the meeting on the accreditation process used in the Americas’ region. He offered to assist any country that wants to develop a light team capacity and also to share light team training course materials with interested countries.
· The Regional Group endorsed the proposal to recommend to the Steering Committee that the Secretariat organise an inter-regional meeting on preparation of guidance for light teams standards (for possible inclusion as an Annex to Chapter G of the INSARAG Guidelines) and operational checklist for national (domestic) Heavy and Medium USAR teams in early 2010.  

· The Regional Group also proposed that a platform be established on the Virtual OSOCC where donor and recipient countries could share information on USAR related capacity building projects undertaken. 

· Any countries interested in USAR pre- assessment missions were requested to contact the INSARAG Secretariat.

Action: Member Countries / INSARAG Secretariat
INSARAG Regional Antenna in Tunisia
· The representative of the Regional Antenna in Tunisia briefed the meeting on its activities, budget and work plan for 2010. The meeting expressed its appreciation for the work of the INSARAG Regional Antenna in Tunisia and expressed its continued support. 

· The Government of UAE (Abu Dhabi) in its capacity as incoming Chairman of the Regional Group announced its contribution of USD$35.000 to the activities of the INSARAG Regional Antenna in 2010. 
Action: INSARAG Regional Antenna in Tunisia / UAE / Germany / Member Countries

Decision making for International Deployment of USAR Teams
· A discussion took place regarding the decision making for international deployment of USAR teams. Germany proposed that DACH (Switzerland, Germany, Austria) countries set up a working group on this topic and to present the results at the next Regional Group Meeting.
Action: DACH / INSARAG Secretariat 
INSARAG Regional Earthquake Response Exercises

· UAE offered to host the INSARAG Africa/Europe/Middle East Regional Group Earthquake Response Exercise in 2010 in Abu Dhabi. The offer was accepted by the Regional Group.

· Switzerland offered to host the INSARAG Africa/Europe/Middle East Regional Group Earthquake Response Exercise in 2011. The offer was accepted by the Regional Group.

· The INSARAG Secretariat encouraged the participants of the Regional Group to participate in the INSARAG Regional Earthquake Response Exercises of other Regional Groups which are indicated below:
· The INSARAG Americas Regional Group Earthquake Response Exercise in November 2010 in Costa Rica. 

· The INSARAG Asia/Pacific Regional Group Earthquake Response Exercise in India in May 2010 (tbc)
Action: Member Countries / INSARAG Secretariat 
Africa/Europe/Middle East Regional Group INSARAG Activities 2010
The INSARAG Secretariat presented a list of relevant INSARAG activities scheduled in the region for 2010. All INSARAG Africa/Europe/Middle East member countries are strongly encouraged to participate in these activities:
1. Annual INSARAG USAR Team Leaders Meeting in UAE in 2010 (dates to be confirmed. Most probably it will be organised back to back with the INSARAG Africa/Europe/Middle East Regional Group Earthquake Response Exercise). 

Action: Member Countries / INSARAG Secretariat / UAE
2. INSARAG Africa/Europe/Middle East Regional Group Earthquake Response Exercise in UAE from in 2010 (dates tbc)
Action: Member Countries / INSARAG Secretariat / UAE
3. INSARAG Global Meeting in Kobe, Japan, 14-16 September 2010. The INSARAG Africa/Europe/Middle East Regional Meeting will be held in Kobe, Japan on 14 September 2010.
Action: Member Countries / INSARAG Secretariat 

4. INSARAG IEC schedule of Africa/Europe/Middle East Regional Group for 2010:

a. Belgium, B-FAST (joint with Denmark); 24-28 May 2010
b. Denmark, DEMA (joint with Belgium); 24-28 May 2010
c. France, Pompiers de L’Urgence Internationale ; 03-06 June 2010
d. Austria, SARUV; 24-27 September 2010 (dates tbc) 
e. Czech Republic, USAR CZ; 10-15 October 2010 
f. Hungary (reclassification); November 2010 (dates tbc)
5. INSARAG Awareness Training Module in Czech Republic in early 2010 primarily for Central and Eastern European countries. (dates tbc)
Action:  Member Countries / Czech Republic / INSARAG Secretariat 

6. INSARAG Awareness Training Module in Lebanon to be sponsored by THW of Germany for Middle East countries (tbc).
Action:  Member Countries / Lebanon / Germany / INSARAG Secretariat
Rotation of Regional Chairman

· As customary in the Regional Group, the present Vice Chairman of the Regional Group, UAE, will take over the duties of Chairman of the Regional Group on 01 January 2010 for the year 2010. 

· Sweden was elected to be the Vice Chairman of the Regional Group for 2010.
Action: UAE / Sweden / INSARAG Secretariat 

Next Regional Meeting

· The next INSARAG Africa/Europe/Middle East Regional Group meeting will be held in Kobe, Japan in 14 September 2010 with the INSARAG Global Meeting. 
Action: UAE / Sweden / INSARAG Secretariat 

Acknowledgement
INSARAG Africa/Europe/Middle East Regional Group would like to express its thanks to Mr. Arjun Katoch, Chief of the Field Coordination Support Section of OCHA Geneva for his contribution to the INSARAG Regional Group’s work over the years. 
