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INSARAG

Preparedness — Response







Meeting of the INSARAG Regional Group Americas 

Kobe, JAPAN
14 September 2010
Chairman’s Summary and Work-Plan

The meeting of the INSARAG Regional Group Americas was held in Kobe, Japan on 14 September 2010. The meeting was organised by the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, as well as OCHA in its capacity as the INSARAG Secretariat. The meeting was opened by Mr. Timothy Callaghan, Chairperson of the INSARAG Americas Regional Group. On behalf of the United Nations, opening remarks were made by Mr. Jesper Lund, Officer-in-Charge, Field Coordination Support Section (the INSARAG Secretariat) of OCHA Geneva. The meeting was attended by 34 participants from 15 countries and organisations. A list of participants is attached.

The one day meeting included the following presentations:

1. Review of progress on on-going regional activities in 2009/2010 of the INSARAG Americas Regional Group and lessons learned
2. Reports of INSARAG activities worldwide since the last regional meeting and overview of upcoming events

· INSARAG Steering Committee 
· INSARAG USAR Team Leaders Meeting including IEC Classifiers Meeting

· Organizational and Operational Standards for National USAR Teams Working Group Meeting

· Haiti Earthquake After Action Review Meeting

· INSARAG Regional Group Asia Pacific 

· INSARAG Regional Group Africa/Europe/Middle East 

· INSARAG Regional Group Americas

· INSARAG Working Group Updates :Training and Medical  Working Group 
3. Discussion on the Draft INSARAG Hyogo Declaration
4. Discussion on the draft proposals of the INSARAG “Organizational and Operational Standards for Capacity Building of National USAR Teams”
5. Discussion on the INSARAG Antenna Office – Review and Recommendations on the next steps
6. Discussion on the Draft INSARAG External Classification (IEC) Guidelines
7. Discussion on the Strategic Activities for the 2010/11 regional work plan
8. Election of the Regional Chairperson and Vice Chairs for 2011

The discussions during the meeting resulted in recommendations for follow-up activities, as described in the work plan of the Regional Group Americas for 2010/11 given below.
Summary of Meeting and Work Plan of INSARAG Americas Regional Group 2009-2010

Review of Progress on Decisions of the 2010 INSARAG Regional Group Americas Meeting
The members expressed satisfaction with the progress of INSARAG activities related to the 2009/10 work plan in the Americas Region.
Reports of INSARAG Activities Worldwide since the Last Regional Meeting and Overview of Upcoming Events

The INSARAG Secretariat briefed participants on INSARAG activities worldwide since the last Regional Meeting of 2009. This included updates on lessons learned from disasters in the region over the last 12 months, reports from the Team Leaders meeting, the Training Working Group as well as the Medical Working Group. 

Mr. Manuel Santana from the Office of the Chairperson of the Regional Group gave a presentation on supporting and adopting INSARAG Guidelines at the regional level. The two key components of this included, firstly, to work closely with the national focal points, and secondly, to continue to work on capacity development of all stakeholders. It was encouraging to note that approximately 90% of all national INSARAG Focal Points were present at the regional meeting. Furthermore, there was strong representation from both political and operational focal points of the region. Additionally, a majority of governments in the region have now appointed INSARAG Focal Points in their respective countries.
A motion was made that members identify and agree upon a mechanism to optimise the use of political and operational focal points to optimise INSARAG activities.

Additionally, a second component of the abovementioned motion was to include the role of regional organizations, such as CEPREDENAC and others, as part of this mechanism.
Discussion on the Draft INSARAG Hyogo Declaration

Ambassador Toni Frisch, Ms. Kawahara (Japan) and Mr. Rudolf Muller (OCHA) circulated the text of the draft INSARAG Hyogo Declaration for the review and comment of regional members. 

The draft Declaration was adopted unanimously. 

Action: Member Countries / INSARAG Secretariat

Strategic Plan of the INSARAG Americas Region 

Mr. Mauricio Toro (Colombia, and member of the INSARAG Americas Chairman Advisory Group) presented the Strategic Plan of the INSARAG Americas Region. 

It was broadly stressed in the plenary session that the political level needed to be mobilized at the national level to ensure that INSARAG priorities are represented and acted upon at the national and municipal levels. 

Action: Member Countries / INSARAG Secretariat

Discussion on the draft proposals of the INSARAG “Organizational and Operational Standards for Capacity Building of National USAR Teams”

Mr. Arjun Katoch (Emergency and Disaster Response Advisor, India) provided a background to the draft proposals of the INSARAG Organizational and Operational Standards for Capacity Building of National USAR teams to regional members. Revisions to the text of the current version will make the text less prescriptive, therefore allowing more freedom for members to implement action points to the extent appropriate.

Action: Member Countries / INSARAG Secretariat

Discussions on the INSARAG Antenna Office – Review and Recommendations on the next steps

Mr. Ted Pearn Emergency Management Consultant, UK) reported that it was suggested at the INSARAG Steering Group Meeting held in Geneva (4th June 2010) to undertake a review of the Antenna Office concept. This was proposed with a view to establishment of other Antenna offices in each of the regions. 
Mr. Pearn provided an overview of the INSARAG Antennae Office concept and its presence in Tunisia.  The point was made that many INSARAG members within the Americas region (OFDA/Costa Rica) are already fulfilling the role and TORs of the Antennae Office concept.  

Action: Member Countries / INSARAG Secretariat

Discussion on the Draft INSARAG External Classification (IEC) Guidelines

Mr. Trevor Glass (Emergency Management Consultant, Australia) provided an overview of the key components of the Draft INSARAG External Classification (IEC) Guidelines in their current form. Mr. Glass explained the Guidelines’ contents, including Overview, Stakeholders, Application Process, Planning and Preparation. 
The Guidelines will be submitted to the INSARAG Steering Group in Feb 2011 for approval. Representatives were asked to submit their comments via the Virtual OSOCC until the end of December 2010.

Action: Member Countries / INSARAG Secretariat

Discussion of Strategic Activities for the 2010/2011 Regional Work Plan
The following five (5) points were agreed upon by the Focal Points of all the countries represented: 
1. To organise the next Regional Group meeting with the participation of the INSARAG focal points and establish a plan of action for the region;
2. To achieve an INSARAG Steering Group endorsement that recognizes the efforts and importance of regional needs to strengthen national capacities;
3. To achieve an official INSARAG Steering Group endorsement for national capacity building (especially for light and medium levels) which is administered by the regions and that this endorsement will be based on the INSARAG guidelines;

4. To formalize a regional peer process in order to validate the INSARAG standards for USAR groups;

5. The focal points should commit to develop a dissemination process for USAR and INSARAG products.
Briefing by Head of OCHA Americas Regional Office
Mr. Gerard Gomez explained the current humanitarian architecture, instruments and financing arrangements as well as the role of the OCHA Regional Office. The Regional Office stands ready to support INSARAG stakeholders in the region.
Election of Regional Chair and two Vice-Chairs
· Mr. Tim Callaghan of the United States of America (USAID/ OFDA/ LAC) was re-elected as Chairman of the Americas Regional Group
· Mr. Sigifredo Perez Fernandez from Costa Rica (INSARAG Political Focal Point) and General Gen. Luis F. Palomino Rodríguez from Peru (INSARAG Political Focal Point) were elected to be the Vice Chairs of the Regional Group for 2011.

Action:   USA, Costa Rica and Peru / INSARAG Secretariat 
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Note:

Whilst not mentioned in the meeting, the INSARAG Secretariat hereby informs America Regional Group members of the following relevant INSARAG activities which are scheduled for 2011. All INSARAG Americas member countries are strongly encouraged to participate in these activities:
1. Annual INSARAG USAR Team Leaders Meeting in the Americas (Costa Rica) in 2011 (dates to be confirmed). 

Action: Member Countries / INSARAG Secretariat 

2. INSARAG Americas Regional Group Earthquake Response Exercise in Colombia, 15 to 17 November 2010 
Action: Member Countries / INSARAG Secretariat / Colombia 

3. INSARAG IEC schedule of Americas Regional Group for 2011:
USA, Fairfax USAR team reclassification (dates tbc) 

4. UNDAC/INSARAG Awareness Course, Argentina, (dates tbc);

5. K-9 Meeting,  Panama, September 28-29
List of  Participants

Argentina
Mr. Martin Gomez Lissarrague

Coordinador Regional Patagonia/INSARAG Operational Focal Point

Dirección Nacional de Protección Civil

Dirección Nacional de Protección Civil, Miniserio del Interior

Traiquen 2741-(8401) 

Bariloche Rio Negro

Argentine Republic

Tel: +54 2944 429893/ + 54294 4525770

Fax: + 54294 4525770

Mobile: + 54929 44693870

Email: mglissarrague@gmail.com
Bolivia
Mr. Franklin Pedro Condori Challco

Coordinador técnico 

Punto Focal Técnico para INSARAG

Tel: +591-261-0668

Mobile: +591-7062-1730

Email: fcondori@gmail.com

Chile
Mr. Miguel Reyes Nuñez

Presidente Nacional de Bomberos de Chile

Junta de Bomberos de Chile

Bustamante 76, Comuna de Providencia

Republic of Chile

Tel: + 562 81 60002

Fax: + 562 81 60004

Email: mreyes@bomberos.cl
Colombia
Ms. Luz Amanda Pulido

Directora, Dirección de Gestión del Riesgo del Ministerio del Interior y de Justicia

INSARAG Political Focal Point

Dirección de Gestión del Riesgo, Ministerio del Interior y de Justicia

Carrera 32 N. 12-81

Edificio Laboratorio Piso 4

Bogotá, D.C.

Colombia

Republic of Colombia

Tel: +571-375-1078 / 375-0888 / 360-0379

Fax: + 571 375 1077

Mobile: + 571 3112 448 3937

Email: luzap@dgpad.gov.co, direcciongen@dgpad.gov.co, luz.pulido@dgr.gov.co

Mr. Mauricio Antonio Toro Acosta

Director del Cuerpo Oficial de Bomberos de Bogotá

CARRERA 7 No. 32-33 

Piso 14 Oficina 1401

Bogotà

Republic of Colombia

Tel: + 571 3822500 Ext 1103

Fax: + 571 3822500 Ext 1950

Mobile: + 57-315-331-5290, +57-317-439-4775
Email: maotoro@hotmail.com, mtoro@bomberosbogota.gov.co

Costa Rica
Mr. Javier Castro

Jefe de Operaciones

Advisor to the Chairman 

INSARAG Americas Chairman Advisory Group

Cuerpo de Bomberos de Costa Rica

Ave. 3, Calle 18 bis, San José

Costa Rica

Tel: +506-2547-3700
Fax: +506-2547-3700
Mobile: +506-8883-6156

Email: jcastro@bomberos.go.cr, cacha2311@hotmail.com

Mr. Walter Gerardo Fonseca Bonilla

Coordinador del Comite Asesor Técnico de Busqueda y Rescate en Estructuras Colapsadas (CATBREC)

Comisión Nacional de Prevención de Riesgos y Atención de Emergencias

INSARAG Operational Focal Point

Comisión Nacional de Prevención de Riesgos y 

Atención de Emergen de Costa Rica

100 metros norte del Aeropuerto Tobías Bolaños

San José

Costa Rica

Tel: + 506 2210 2719/ + 506 2210 2732

Fax: + 506 2296 3644

Mobile: + 506 88957412

Email: wfonseca@cne.go.cr

Mr. Sigifredo Perez Fernandez

Jefe de Operaciones (Operations Chief)

INSARAG Political Focal Point

Comisión Nacional de Prevención de Riesgos y 

Atención de Emergencias de Costa Rica

100 metros norte del Aeropuerto Tobías Bolaños

San José

Costa Rica

Tel: + 506 2210 2732

Fax: + 506-2296 3644

Mobile: + 506 8894 7501/ + 506-8391-9627

Email: sperez@cne.go.cr

Ecuador
Mr. Felipe Bazán

Subsecretario de Respuesta, 

INSARAG Operational Focal Point

Secretaría Nacional de Gestión de Riesgos

Secretaría Nacional de Gestión de Riesgos, Ecuador

Ecuador

Tel: + 593-2 2582482 / 2956004/ +593-2 2547244

Fax: +593-2 257 0424

Mobile:  +593 (0)8058.3307

Email: fbazan@snriesgos.gov.ec, fbazan60@gmail.com

El Salvador
Mr. Humberto Centeno

Ministro de Gobernación

INSARAG Political Focal Point

Ministerio de Gobernación

9ª Calle Pte Y 15 Ave. Norte, Centro Gobierno, San Salvador

El Salvador

Tel: +503-2527-7997
Fax: +503 2221-6387
Mobile: +503-7070-3430

Email: humberto.centeno@gobernacion.gob.sv, hcentenona@gmail.com

Guatemala
Mr. Sergio Garcia Cabañas

Director del Sistema de Comando en  Incidentes

Coordinadora Nacional para la Reducción de Desastres
INSARAG operational focal point

Coordinadora Nacional para la Reducción de Desastrres (CONRED)

Avenida Hincapié 21-72

Zona 13

Guatemala City, 01013

Guatemala

Tel: +502 2324 0800 Ext 1294, 2324 0812

Fax: +502 2385 4162

Mobile: +502 5513 0021, 502 4015 9620
Email: scabanas@conred.org.gt

Haiti
Mr. Roosevelt Compere

Prevention Cordinator

Civil Protection Haiti

09, Rue Metellus, Petion Ville

Port-au-Prince

Haiti

Tel: (509) 3403 5147, (509) 3701 5147
Email: roosecomp@hotmail.com

Ms. Alta Jean-Baptiste

Directrice

Direction de la Protection Civile

Ministère de l'Intérieur et des Collectivités Territoriales

Rue Duncombe # 29 (Turgeou)
Port au Prince

Haiti

Tel: +509 3461-2228 
Email: altajeanbaptiste@yahoo.com

Mr. Ardouin Zephirin

Haiti Task Force Rescue Leader

Cap-Haitien FD

29, Route Frères,

Impasse Laverdure # 5

Haiti

Tel: +509-2262-2522

Email: Zephirin@aol.com

Honduras
Mr. Carlos Cordero Suárez

Comandante General

Cuerpo de Bomberos de Honduras

Dirección Postal: P.O. Box 3480, Tegucigalpa, MDC

Honduras

Tel: +504-232-4092

Fax: +504-239-4092

Mobile: +504-9907 9637, +504-3399-4843

Email: corderosuarez@hotmail.com, corderosuarez@gmail.com
Mexico
Ms. Liliana Lopez

Directora de Cooperación Internacional contra el Terrorismo y Seguridad Humana, 

Dirección General para Temas Globales

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

plaza Juarez 20 Piso 14

Centro Historico 

Distretto Federal 

06010

Mexico

Tel: + 5255 36865612

Fax: + 5255 36865632

Email: llopezo@sre.gob.mx

Paraguay

Mr. Fernando Allo Acevedo
Head of Humanitarian Assistant and Risk Management
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
14 de Mayo esq. Palma

9 Floor, Asubank Tower

Tel/Fax: + 595 21 493 655
Mobile: + 595 981 178 330
Email: fallo@mre.gov.py
Perú
Gen. Luis F. Palomino Rodríguez

Jefe, INDECI

INSARAG Political Focal Point

Instituto Nacional de Defensa Civil del Peru (INDECI)

Calle Dr. Ricardo Angulo Ramírez

No. 694 Urb Corpac, San Isidro
Lima, Perú
Tel: + 511 224 0918 

Fax: + 511 224 3460

Mobile: + 511 98806 2048
Email: LFPalomino@indeci.gob.pe

Mr. Cesar Villegas Castañeda

Comandante

Jefe Nacional USAR-Perú
INSARAG Operational Focal Point

Cuerpo General de Bomberos Voluntarios del Perú

Ave. Salaverry n° 2495

San Isidro

Lima, Perú
Tel: + 511 422 6262/ +511 461 7199/ +511 418 360
Fax: + 511 422 5953

Mobile: + 511 9958 0684 / +511 99844794/ +511 99844 2794

Email: cvillegasc@bomberosperu.gob.pe

Mr. Santiago Baltodano

Advisor to the Chairman 

INSARAG Americas Chairman Advisory Group

Calle Samoa 291

Casa 101

Urb Sol de la Molina

Lima 12, Perú
Tel: +511 368 5468

Mobile: +511-9855 2393

Email: sbaltodano@ofda.gov
United States of America
Mr. Gerard Bradford

Retired Director

Center for Excellence in Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance

Center for Excellence in Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance

596 Kaimalino St.

Kailua

Hawaii 96734-1612

United States of America

Tel: +1 808 254 6100

Mobile: +1 808 221 1700

Email: gerardbradford@gmail.com

Mr. Timothy Callaghan

Senior Regional Advisor a.i . for Latin America and the Caribbean and Chairman INSARAG Americas Regional Group 

USAID/OFDA

Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance

Unit 3440, Box 356

DPO AA 34020-0356

Costa Rica

Tel: +506 290 4133

Fax: +506 231 4111

Email: tcallaghan@ofda.gov

Mr. René Carrillo

Regional Advisor

Advisor to the Chairman 

INSARAG Americas Chairman Advisory Group 

Latin America and Caribbean Office

Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance

Unit 3440, Box 356

DPO AA 34020-0356

Costa Rica

Tel: +506 2231 6805

Fax: +506 2231 4111

Email: rcarrillo@ofda.gov

Mr. Ramiro H. Galvez

Fire Captain

 Advisor to the Chairman 

INSARAG Americas Chairman Advisory Group

Fairfax County’s Office of the  Fire Marshal

4600 West Ox Road

Fairfax, Virginia 22030

United States of America

Tel: + 1 703-246-3994

Fax: + 1 703 803 2119 / +1 703-293-9476

Mobile: + 1 571 221 1045

Email: ramiro.galvez@fairfaxcounty.gov

Mr. Eduardo Hernandez

Fire Captain

Advisor to the Chairman 

INSARAG Americas Chairman Advisory Group

County of Los Angeles Fire Department

12605 Osborne Street

Pacoima, CA 91331-2129

United States of America

Tel: + 805-530-1446

Fax: + 805 530-1446

Mobile: + 805-217-5403

Email: ehernand@laconf.org, edhernandez7450@mac.com

Mr. Dewey Hindman Perks

Field Coordinator

INSARAG Operational Focal Point

Disaster Resources Unit

U.S. Agency for International Development

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W.

Washington, DC 20523-8602

United States of America

Tel: +1 202.712.5316

Fax: +1 202.216.3191

Mobile: +1 703.981.5345

Email: INSARAG@gmail.com, dperks@usaid.gov

Ms. Sarah Potts

Field Support Coordinator

U.S. Agency for International Development

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W.

Washington, DC 20523-8602

United States of America

Tel: + 1 202 712 0993

Fax: + 1 202 216 3191

Mobile: + 1 703 981 1213

Email: spotts@usaids.gov

Mr. Pat Rohaley

Rescue Team/Operations Manager USAID/OFDA USAR Team 2 (Los Angeles County Fire Dept. USAR)

USAID/OFDA USA-2 - Los Angeles County Fire Dept.

1001 Bluestone River Way

Bakersfield, Ca.  

93311

United States of America

Tel: +1 323.434.5207

Fax: +1.818.890.5740

Mobile: +1 661-4773036

Email: prohaley@fire.lacounty.gov

Mr. Manuel Santana

Advisor to the Chairman 

INSARAG Americas Chairman Advisory Group

OFDA Panama

C/73 San Francisco

PH Infinity Piso 23 Apto 23-c

Panama City

República de Panamá

Fax: +507 209 3541

Mobile: +507 6212 9623

Email: msantana@ofda.gov, manuels6555@gmail.com

Ms. Laura Trejos

Technical Assistant to Regional Coordinator

Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance

Unit 3440, Box 356

APO AA 34020-0356

Costa Rica

Tel: (506) 2519-2439 / 2290-4133

Fax: +506 2231 4111

Email: ltrejos@ofda.gov

Mr. Robert Zoldos

Team Leader USA-1

USAID

4600 West Ox Road Fairfax Virginia 

22030

United States of America

Fax: +1 703-803.2119

Mobile: +1 571-722-2781

Email: robert.zoldos@fairfaxcounty.gov
MINUSTAH
Mr. Jens Kristensen

Civil Affairs

United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH)

Logbase, Tabarre, Port-au-Prince, Haiti

Tel: +509 2244-2050 ext. 6186 / 6086

Fax: + 509 3702 9056

Email: kristensenj@un.org Tel: (506) 2519-2439 / 2290-4133

Fax: +506 2231 4111

Email: ltrejos@ofda.gov
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