
INSARAG Global Meeting 2015 
Chairman’s Summary 

18-19 October, 2015 Abu Dhabi UAE 
 

  

 
Meeting Overview 

 
The international and national urban search and rescue (USAR) community gathered for the second Global 
Meeting of the International Search and Rescue Advisory Group (INSARAG) in Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), from 18-19 October, 2015. With 313 participants from 94 countries and organisations 
attending, it was the largest INSARAG gathering in history! The list of participants can be found in Annex A. 
 
This meeting was hosted by Ministry of Interior of the Government of the United Arab Emirates and co-
organised by OCHA in its capacity as the INSARAG Secretariat that is located within the Field Coordination 
Support Section (FCSS) in the Emergency Services Branch (ESB) of OCHA Geneva. The meeting 
celebrated the forthcoming twenty-fifth anniversary of INSARAG since its creation in 1991. 
 

 

Summary of Presentations and Discussions 
 
(18 October 2015) 
 
Opening Ceremony 

Major Rashid Ahmed Al Obad, UAE, asked participants and guests to stand for the National Anthem of the 
United Arab Emirates. He then introduced a short presentation on the country of the UAE and the city of Abu 
Dhabi. 
 
Lt. General Saif Abdullah Al Sha’far, Undersecretary at the Ministry of Interior, United Arab Emirates, 
opened the proceedings by welcoming all participants and guests to the second INSARAG Global Meeting. 
He expressed a wish that the meeting would enhance the safety and security of the whole world and 
encouraged the participants and their organisations to work together in their collective responsibility in the 
field of humanitarian operations. He hoped that the meeting would conclude with agreement and a clear 
future direction for INSARAG. 
 
Ms. Kyung-wha Kang, Assistant Secretary-General and Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, OCHA, 
responded to the welcome from the hosts by reading out a statement of support from the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations, Mr. Ban Ki-moon. 
 
In his address to the meeting, the Secretary-General was encouraged to see the group’s growth since its 
inception but warned of more challenges to come. With more people living in urban environments across the 
globe, the Secretary-General felt that there was much greater risk of disaster in the future. He sees 
INSARAG as providing a coordination platform for many organisations responding to such events. Finally, he 
was pleased to see “the capacity building programme and such initiatives as the First Responders Training 
Package” and wished all the participants a very productive meeting. 
 
Ambassador Toni Frisch, INSARAG Global Chair, welcomed all participants and guests to the second 
INSARAG Global Meeting and thanked the hosts for the wonderful venue in which to conduct such an 
important meeting. He reminded the meeting of the inception of INSARAG back in 1991 and now, in its 25

th
 

year, it continues to be an active worldwide network, offering technical resources and assistance to countries 
in need, always with the goal of saving more lives. Over that period, both the organisation and the 
environment in which it operates has changed considerably and INSARAG has always risen to such 
challenges with the “development of common guidelines and methodology, new capacity building initiatives 
and the classification of over 40 well qualified and professional teams”.  
 
He acknowledged and celebrated the revised Guidelines, “which now include guidance to our partners and 
governments”. They also expand the guidance of “beyond the rubble”, extending the response beyond the 
immediate life-saving phase of operations. He added that there is much work still to do. INSARAG needs to 
focus towards the World Humanitarian Summit in 2016, where the Abu Dhabi Declaration will provide a 
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platform for INSARAG involvement and contribution. 
 
Ambassador Frisch concluded by thanking Ms. Kyung-wha Kang for her personal support for INSARAG, the 
Regional Chairs, the Working Groups and the INSARAG Secretariat for their hard work and support, and 
finally the authorities in Abu Dhabi for their hospitality. He finished by stating that he was “proud of his 
involvement in INSARAG, watching it grow for 25 busy and productive years” and wished the organisation 
well for the future. 
 
The meeting was then joined by Lt. General His Highness Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior, Government of the United Arab Emirates. 
 
Ms. Kyung-wha Kang then addressed the meeting, congratulating INSARAG on 25 years of successful 
operations and looking forward to another 25 years. She reminded the meeting that the humanitarian 
community is currently taking stock ready for the World Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul in May 2016 where, 
it is hoped that INSARAG will help initiate a series of concrete actions.  
 
She concluded by stating that work done behind the scenes by INSARAG makes all the difference when 
disaster strikes. The common platforms and standards, the Guidelines, the classification system are “models 
of international cooperation that gives INSARAG unrivalled authority in the 90 countries where it operates”. 
 
Lt. General His Highness Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Interior 
presented awards to the follow recipients: 

 The Medal of Cooperation was presented to Ambassador Toni Frisch. 

 The Search and Rescue Medal was presented to Ambassador Manuel Bessler, Mr. Ted Pearn, Mr. 
Winston Chang, Mr. Joe Bishop, Mr. Terje Skavdal, Mr. Arjun Katoch and Mr. Jesper Lund. 

 
 
The meeting continued with the Agenda and a series of presentations. The Agenda is attached as Annex B. 
 
Session 1 – Humanitarian Effectiveness: Setting Global ‘Preparedness and Response’ Standards for 
INSARAG 
 
Ambassador Manuel Bessler, Chair of the Guidelines Review Group (GRG), introduced the two-year 
review of the Guidelines by the GRG members. He thanked the GRG members for their hard work and 
reported that the INSARAG Steering Group Meeting in February 2015 had unanimously welcomed the 
revised Guidelines. He reported that work was now complete for the launch of the Guidelines in hard copy 
(PDF), in e-PUB format and as apps for both Android and iOS smart phones.  
 
He urged the participants to adopt the Guidelines into their national response, to “use them, to promote them 
and to translate them into their own languages”. He concluded by reminding the meeting that these 
Guidelines were ‘living documents’ needing a continual process of management and therefore he will be 
recommending to the Steering Group that an ‘interim’ GRG be established for the period 2016-18. 
 
Mr. Paul Baxter, Chief Executive and National Commander, New Zealand Fire Services, introduced their 
experience of the INSARAG External Classification (IEC) that was successfully conducted in March 2015. 
New Zealand welcomed the revised Guidelines and the IEC Checklist, which is a part of the Guidelines, and 
he reiterated the importance of the implementation of the Guidelines through the IEC process. 
 
Mr. Baxter felt that there was more detail and less confusion in the revised Guidelines and that the IEC 
guidance was articulate and clear. He considered that the checklist was “comprehensive and useful” and 
observed that “the field guide was referred to frequently during the IEC”. In regards to the IER process, Mr. 
Baxter felt that an on-going discussion to improve the process was needed, but that any changes, such as 
regional ownership, “must not reduce the confidence that countries have in the standard that is an INSARAG 
classified team”. 
 
Mr. Rameshwor Dangal, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of Nepal, shared some 
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experiences from the Nepal Earthquake, which hit his country in April 2015. He thanked the INSARAG 
community for its response to his country and also spoke of the many challenges posed by the disaster. He 
gave a number of examples such as teams arriving without sufficient equipment, teams arriving after the 
stand-down was announced, teams without proper documentation and teams that were not self-sufficient. He 
also noted that some teams that entered the country did not coordinate either with the OSOCC or directly 
with the Nepalese authorities and just conducted search operations for their own nationals. These 
deficiencies exacerbated the overall situation as the country struggled with the logistics of such a widespread 
disaster over such difficult terrain. 
 
As a consequence of these challenges, the Government of Nepal are proposing recommendations for future 
response, including: 

 Only INSARAG classified teams will be allowed into the country or teams trained to the standards 
within the INSARAG Guidelines. 

 Only teams arriving within the first 72 hours will be allowed in. 

 The MNMCC will coordinate all SAR teams until the OSOCC is established - then the OSOCC 
coordinates non-military SAR only. 

 The National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC) will lead all SAR-related operational planning. 
 
Mr. Dangal then went on to announce that the Government of Nepal would like to explore with the INSARAG 
Secretariat and the donor community, the development of an improved USAR capacity in Nepal. Specific 
plans would include:  

 Translate the INSARAG Guidelines into Nepalese. 

 Host the INSARAG Earthquake Response Exercise in the future. 

 The development of a tiered response, culminating in 6 light teams and 2 medium teams. 

 Nepal will aim for future INSARAG Classification.  
 
The meeting then debated the issues raised by these presentations. There were calls for progress on the 
development of further guidance for Light international USAR teams, possibly through the formation of a 
working group. The meeting felt that strong leadership is needed from existing INSARAG teams to comply 
with the standards but also from the affected countries to refuse entry if teams do not meet minimum 
requirements. It was also felt that there is a responsibility for INSARAG to remind countries of the standards 
and responsibilities required by the Guidelines and their membership in INSARAG. 
 
Lastly, in this session, all the members welcomed the INSARAG Guidelines 2015, and agreed to publicise 
and promulgate the Guidelines for domestic capacity building. The meeting was shown a 2-minute video to 
promote the Guidelines dissemination, and the INSARAG apps on iOS and Android were introduced. The 
meeting was informed that the revised Guidelines are already available in Spanish, Turkish, Mongolian and 
Chinese. Ambassador Manuel Bessler, asked countries and organisations to provide feedback on the 
revised Guidelines to the interim GRG. 
 
 
Session 2: INSARAG's Contribution to the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030   

 
Ms. Wendy Cue, Head of Office for OCHA-ROLAC, introduced the panel and discussed the concept of 
investing in preparedness and capacity-building projects as a means of saving more lives. She hoped for an 
objective discussion on capacity-building and challenged the meeting to consider what more could INSARAG 
do in building the capacity of local responders. 
 
Ambassador Toni Frisch, INSARAG Global Chair, spoke on the “Evolution of Preparedness and National 
Capacity-Building in INSARAG”. He explained that the first ten years of INSARAG had focused on the 
development of international search and rescue teams but since that time had increasingly devoted time and 
resources in the building of local capacity. He added that INSARAG was always seeking new partnerships 
and furthering the cause of national capacity-building, highlighting the First Responder Training Package as 
evidence of this.  
 
He considered that the IEC/R process had raised the standards of teams and then challenged the meeting to 
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consider how the classification experience could benefit those teams and organisations that are not part of 
the process. He concluded by saying that it “cannot all be done from the centre” and encouraged the 
regional meetings to consider how they can raise standards within their regions at all levels of response. 
 
Mr. Shigenobu Kobayashi, Emergency Relief Coordinator, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan, asked the 
question, “Sendai Framework: Where does INSARAG fit?” Firstly, he explained the background to the Third 
UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction that was held in Sendai in March 2015. This meeting 
produced the Sendai Framework 2015-2030, the goal of which is to prevent new and reduce existing 
disaster risk through priority actions, one of which is to enhance disaster preparedness response. Japan has 
hosted three UN World Conferences on Disaster Risk Reduction and the first INSARAG Global Meeting in 
2010 in Kobe resolving the Hyogo Declaration. He welcomed the Abu Dhabi meeting on behalf of the first 
meeting host country. 
 
Mr. Kobayashi felt that a coordinated regional response was vital and that developing partnerships and 
information sharing would be the key. He called on INSARAG to follow up on the Hyogo Declaration and the 
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030, raising its profile and promoting operational 
guidelines and guidance instruments to enhance disaster preparedness for effective response and to "Build 
Back Better" in recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction.  
 
Mr. Ricardo Toro Tassara, INSARAG Americas Regional Chair and Director of ONEMI, Chile, spoke on the 
issue of “National USAR Capacity Building”. He began by reflecting on why there were such strong national 
capabilities in the Americas region but only two classified teams. He concluded that only until recently, the 
focus had been on national USAR capacity due to the risk. However, he felt that with the recent development 
of strong focal points, 21 in 2015, up from 2 in 2009, and the implementation of the INSARAG Guidelines, 
more national teams intended to classify at the international level.  
 
As an example of the development of national capacity, he compared the 2010 earthquake in Chile, where 
coordination was poor and national and international teams actually became a burden on the local 
community, to the earthquakes in 2014 and 2015. A national system for coordination, nationally accredited 
USAR teams and a national emergency operations centre ensured that the response to these later events 
was much improved. He concluded by stating that, “countries cannot rely on support from the international 
community, they have to build their own capacity” but that capacity-building has to be guided and supported 
and this was the future for INSARAG. 
 
 
(19 October 2015) 
 
Session 3: Partnerships and Engagement at All Levels 
 
Mr Saeed Hersi, Head of the OCHA Gulf Liaison Office, introduced the panel for the session discussing 
partnerships and engagement at all levels. He began by stating that for OCHA “partnerships are not an 
option, they are one of the main tools to save lives”. Member states, donors, experts groups such as 
INSARAG and the affected population, all have a role and a part to play in these partnerships. He hoped that 
this session would allow the meeting to gain a shared understanding of partnerships, and see examples of 
how INSARAG can engage and form these relationships. 
 
Lt. Col. Dr. Hamad Al Darmaki, Ministry of Interior Affairs, Abu Dhabi Civil Defence, then spoke about the 
“Strengths of Regional Alliance and Partnerships”, using the example of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC). The GCC comprises of Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates 
with the inclusion of Jordan as a regional partner. The partnership of the “6+1” member states is based on 
the shared language and culture of the region and together has developed an ambitious vision. He added 
that the, “vision has been translated into a strategic plan that includes a shared mission and values, strategic 
direction and key performance indicators”. The partnership has also developed a number of initiatives 
including a joint media strategy, a mechanism for shared communication, a shared logistics mechanism for 
deploying equipment and personnel in the event of a disaster, and a comprehensive training plan. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bahrain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuwait
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qatar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saudi_Arabia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Arab_Emirates
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Mr. Albrecht Broemme, President of the Federal Agency for Technical Relief, Germany, then spoke about 
the “Importance of Community Volunteerism” using the example of his organisation. He explained that this 
Government agency, Bundesanstalt Technisches Hilfswerk (THW), was founded in 1950, having its roots in 
the long history of community volunteerism in Germany. He explained that volunteering is a big part of 
German culture and THW, with 80,000 volunteers, is not even the biggest volunteer organisation in 
Germany. “All the volunteers are professionals in their selected roles and are attracted by a good 
atmosphere, good equipment, interesting and rewarding work and they are supported by a high quality 
training programme”.  
 
Partnerships are a vital methodology for THW in achieving its aims, usually based on a ‘Memorandum of 
Understanding’ (MOU), which is a useful tool. Partners include OCHA, WFP, UNHCR and a variety of 
national and regional organisations. Mr. Broemme summarised by saying that, “partnerships mean you have 
reliable friends, share knowledge, solve problems as a team, share good and bad experiences, share 
success and respect the values of the other partner. It is more than an MOU but often starts with an MOU”. 
 
Dr. Ian Norton, Technical Advisor and FMT Project Lead, World Health Organization, then addressed the 
meeting on the issues of “Setting Standards for Medical First Response”. He began by setting the context for 
medical intervention in rapid onset disasters, explaining that, “as the timeline for survival following trauma is 
about 72 hours, the medical and rescue phases should be regarded as being in parallel and not in 
sequence”. He also explained that the scale of medical intervention is of a larger magnitude to that of the 
rescue response. He echoed other speakers by emphasising that the needs of the population must drive 
response, not politics. 
 
Dr. Norton felt that there was much that the medical community could learn from INSARAG, who he 
regarded as the pioneers of many aspects of disaster response. Standards and quality assurance, RDC, 
OSOCC, UCC functions and national capacity building are all tools and methodologies that the international 
medical community have copied from INSARAG. He called on the meeting to work together in partnership, 
coordinating and sharing resources with the International Medical Teams (IMT). He concluded by stating 
there were, “many synergies between USAR and the IMTs and that together we need to be more flexible, 
more creative, thinking beyond the direct rescue or care requirements to the wider needs of the community”. 
 
The Chair of the INSARAG Training Working Group (TWG), Mr. Dewey Perks, Disaster Resources Unit 
Leader, USAID/OFDA, spoke about “First Responders and Community Preparedness” and specifically the 
development of the INSARAG First Responder Training Package. This was developed by the TWG and first 
introduced in a pilot run by ASEAN in Singapore. Subsequently it has been used in China and South Africa. 
He explained that the medical component has been enhanced by partnership with the IFRC. The role of first 
responders includes assessing the incident, providing basic search and rescue and providing leadership and 
direction to the local community. The outcomes of the First Responder training include greater awareness of 
hazards, knowledge of life saving measures and light search and rescue techniques, leading to a well 
rounded and better prepared community. 
 
 
Session 4: Disaster Response in a Changing Humanitarian Landscape 
 
The incoming INSARAG Global Chair, Ambassador Manuel Bessler, Ambassador and Delegate for 
Humanitarian Aid, Head of the Swiss Humanitarian Aid Unit, Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation, introduced the next session examining how disaster response faces new challenges within the 
context of the changing humanitarian landscape. He began by quoting “the only constant in life is change”. 
He told the meeting delegates that the “humanitarian landscape is changing and if we don't adapt and 
change the train will leave without us”. 
 
Mr. Robert Smith, Head of Geneva Office, World Humanitarian Summit Secretariat, OCHA, began by 
addressing the question, “Lessons from the World Humanitarian Consultation Process: Where does 
INSARAG fit?” He informed the meeting of the World Humanitarian Summit (WHS) that is due to take place 
in Istanbul, Turkey in May 2016 and of the consultation process that is taking place prior to the Summit 
meeting. 
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He stated that the Summit is an opportunity to change trends and respond to change because “the game 
needs to change”. He continued, “civil protection is a unifying force within the humanitarian community” and 
civil protection agencies and international networks such as INSARAG have been important in the process of 
preparedness and therefore reducing the risk of disasters. He concluded by saying that, “INSARAG offers a 
model that will be much in demand” and urged the members of INSARAG to mobilise support in response to 
the challenges faced. 
 
Mr. Kemal Kocak, INSARAG Focal Point, Republic of Turkey Prime Ministry National Disaster Management, 
presented the meeting with an overview of the National Disaster Arrangements in his own country and 
showed examples of some recent deployments made by the AFAD teams. 
 
Mr. Juha Auvinen, Head of Emergency Response Unit, Directorate General for Humanitarian Aid and Civil 
Protection, European Commission, discussed the “Regional Response Arrangements” within the European 
Civil Protection Mechanism. He reminded the meeting that the EUCP Mechanism was not just about 
response but also preparedness and prevention, and that one of ECHO’s strengths was that it links civil 
protection with humanitarian aid. He felt that INSARAG could help the EUCPM with advice on the 
registration of its voluntary pool of modules and with feedback from INSARAG and UNDAC missions. He in 
turn offered assistance to INSARAG with the possibility of using the EUCPM budget for capacity-building and 
preparedness projects, hosting reclassifications as part of EU MODEX exercises, in addition to the 
operational support of EU experts and the co-financing of transport and logistical arrangements. 
 
Ms. Adelina Kamal, Head of Disaster Management, Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
discussed the “Regional Response Arrangements” within the ASEAN network. There are ten countries that 
make up ASEAN and they have a legally binding agreement to jointly respond to emergencies. The 
Secretary-General of ASEAN guides the political and strategic aspects of disaster and the AHA Centre in 
Jakarta maintains operational control. She informed the meeting that ASEAN has its own operating 
procedures (SASOP) and its ASEAN-ERAT emergency response and assessment team provides overall 
coordination in the field. She looked forward to future opportunities for working with the INSARAG 
community. 
 
Dr. Adel bin Khalifa Al-Zayani, then read out a statement about the “Regional Response Arrangements” 
within the six countries of the GCC from the Secretary General of the Gulf Cooperation Council. He stated 
that the strategic goals of the GCC included maintaining the stability of the region, improving public safety 
and managing crisis and disaster situations. The GCC had established a specialist regional disaster 
emergency management centre in Kuwait and had a 5-year development plan to improve disaster 
management and improve cooperation between the six GCC member countries. He concluded by stating 
that, “we need to strengthen cooperation and coordination with organisations like INSARAG in terms of 
preparedness and response operations”. 
 
Finally, Sr. Roy Barboza Sequeira discussed the “Regional Response Arrangements” across 
CEPREDENAC, Centro de Coordinación para la Prevención de los Desastres Naturales en América Central 
(Coordination of Natural Disaster Prevention in Central America). He informed the meeting of the regional 
mechanism for “Mutual Help in Disasters” and of the work of the Central American Academy for Search and 
Rescue whose aim was the provision of better training for USAR teams and more common standards and 
frameworks across member states. CEPREDENAC also aimed at the dissemination and application of the 
INSARAG standards in countries across Central America. 
 
Following the conclusion of the presentations, there followed questions and comments from the meeting and 
these included the issue of host nation support and how to best train and prepare countries to accept 
international aid. The meeting agreed that both sides (donors and recipients) need to work together to 
develop mechanisms and methodologies to make it easier to both provide and receive humanitarian 
assistance.  
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Session 5: Presentation and Adoption of the INSARAG Abu Dhabi Declaration 2015 
 
Mr. Jesper Lund, Chief Field Coordination Support Section and INSARAG Secretariat, OCHA, introduced the 
session adopting the Abu Dhabi Declaration. A short video was shown to the meeting of the response to the 
earthquake in Haiti, featuring the rescue of one young woman. Following the end of the film, Mr. Lund 
introduced the woman that was filmed in the video being rescued after eight days from under the rubble of a 
supermarket in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. 
 
Ms. Hotteline Lozama then addressed the meeting, explaining what had happened to her after the 
earthquake and how she was rescued from the black hole in which she was trapped for eight days. 
Eventually she was heard and then became aware of her rescuers gradually cutting through the rubble 
towards her. After many hours she was released and brought to safety. She personally thanked the team 
that rescued her and to the INSARAG community for what they do. 
 
The INSARAG Global Chair and the INSARAG Regional Chairs welcomed the Abu Dhabi Declaration, the 
revised Guidelines and the standards they represent. Ambassador Toni Frisch looked forward to the WHS 
in Istanbul next year, where INSARAG will go forward with Declaration based on the humanitarian principles 
of humanity, neutrality and impartiality. Sr. Roy Barboza Sequeira said the Americas Region will find ways 
to support and promote the Guidelines and will continue with their activities in the Region including the 
SIMEX exercises. Ms. Davene Vroon committed the Asia-Pacific Region to implement the new Guidelines 
and to build national capabilities including light, nimble fast-moving teams and ‘beyond the rubble’ 
capabilities. Lt. Col Mohammad Al-Ansari said the Europe-Africa-Middle East Region is a region that will 
provide a lot of support for the Declaration. He added, “there is a lot of work to do but, looking around this 
hall, I see many people willing to do this work. We are going in the right direction, we are doing the right 
things and this is our commitment”. 
 
Mr. Rudolf Müller, Deputy Director and Chief, Emergency Services Branch, OCHA Geneva, then addressed 
the meeting, warmly welcoming the Abu Dhabi Declaration. He said that the Declaration highlighted the 
importance of embracing USAR work in the wider humanitarian field. He added that, “OCHA has many 
networks and we will host a networks and partnership week in February 2016. This will be an opportunity for 
INSARAG to influence and support the work toward the WHS in Istanbul”. 
 
The INSARAG Abu Dhabi Declaration 2015 (Annex C) was then formally adopted by the meeting. The 
INSARAG Global Chair, the Regional Chairs, Mr. Rudolf Müller, on behalf of OCHA, and the incoming 
INSARAG Global Chair, Ambassador Manuel Bessler signed a copy of the Declaration. 
 
 

The Next Chapter and Closing Address 
 
Mr. Jesper Lund introduced a video presentation about the1998 Armenian earthquake that changed lives 
and history. Ms. Nelly Charchyan was injured in the rescue from her collapsed school during the earthquake. 
She used the experience to help others and now works herself for the Armenian emergency services. Mr. 
Lund told the meeting that the lessons learned in Armenia were what drove INSARAG to develop the 
coordination and response tools that we have now. 
  
Ms. Nihan Erdogan shared some recollections of her experiences within INSARAG that showed how the 
organisation has continually pushed itself forwards to adapt and change. She felt that this was partly due to 
the contact that rescuers have directly with the affected populations and therefore they felt an imperative to 
always do better. This, she added, “means that INSARAG continues to be at the forefront of humanitarian 
response and can be an example to the wider humanitarian community”. She shared some recollections of 
Toni Frisch and talked about his passion and drive and how he has guided and pushed the organisation to 
the point at which it is now. On behalf of the participants she thanked Toni for all his hard work, enthusiasm 
and commitment during the past 25 years. 
 
Mr. Rudolf Müller spoke of the current healthy situation that INSARAG finds itself in with revised Guidelines 
and a peer review system that already has 43 members. He felt sure that this was mainly, “because of Toni's 
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leadership and drive”. On behalf of OCHA, he thanked Ambassador Toni Frisch for all his work and support 
during his time as the Global Chair. 
  
Representatives from each of the three Regions within the INSARAG community then added their thanks 
and good wishes to Toni Frisch, committing the organisation to carry on the good work that he has shown 
such dedication and commitment to over the past 25 years. 
 
Ambassador Toni Frisch then shared some of his recollections of his time within the INSARAG system. He 
concluded by announcing that, “the chapters of the INSARAG book that I contributed to writing have finished 
and now others must continue to write the new chapters”. He then expressed his thanks to the hosts of the 
Global Meeting, to the support of the staff of the facility and finally the participants for their continued hard 
work and support. 
 
The INSARAG Member States and the meeting participants welcomed the new INSARAG Global Chair, 
Ambassador Manuel Bessler to the podium. 
 
Ambassador Bessler began by thanking Toni Frisch for his “energy, drive and humanitarian principles that 
have guided the organisation over the last 25 years” and committed himself to continuing the good work as 
the incoming INSARAG Global Chair. He felt that the strength of INSARAG was in its partnerships, its 
Guidelines and its standards, adding that the putting aside politics and other considerations to save lives was 
a very noble cause.  
 
The important principles by which INSARAG should be guided are inclusiveness, delivering the quality of 
response, openness, transparency and standards. Delivering the training for first responders, empowering 
the regions, spreading the ownership the organisation, these were issues that he identified with. He warned 
the participants “INSARAG does not work in a vacuum and other responders will come in. We need to be 
open and ready to work in partnerships with these organisations to meet the needs on the ground”. He 
concluded by affirming that he looked forward to his term in the role of Global Chair and to the challenges 
that awaited him and he welcomed the participants to join him in this journey. 
 
Poland indicated their intent, to host the third INSARAG Global Meeting in 2020. 
  
The Global INSARAG Chair, Ambassador Manuel Bessler thanked the organisers and staff and officially 
closed the meeting. 
  
Meeting closed at 17:00. 
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Annex A – List of Participants 
 

Country Organization Name Title E-mail 

Algeria Civil Protection Merizek Keffous SIG Keffous_m@yahoo.fr 

Argentina 
National Direction of 

Civil Protection 
Martin Gomez 
Lissarrague 

Operative Focal Point 
mglissarrague@gmai
l.com 

Armenia 
Ministry of Territorial 

Administration 
Artavazd Davtyan Deputy Head  

Davtyan.artavazd@g
mail.com 

Armenia 
Ministry of Territorial 

Administration 
Nelan Charchyan 911 Operator 

ncharchyan@yahoo.
com 

ASEAN 
Indonesia 

ASEAN Secretariat 
Adelina Dwi Ekawati 

Kamal 
Head of Disaster 

Management 
lina@asean.org 

Australia NSW Gregory Wild Assist Director 
Gregory.wild@fire.ns
w.gov.au 

Australia QLD Andrew Short Chief Superintendent 
Andrew.Short@qfes.
qld.gov.au 

Australia QLD John Cawcutt 
Acting Assistant 
commissioner 

john.cawcutt@qfes.ql
d.gov.au 

Australia QLD Kevin Walsh Chief Superintendent 
kevin.walsh@qfes.ql
d.gov.au 

Australia QLD Stephen Smith 
Chief Superintendent, 

Director 
StephenA.Smith@qf
es.qld.gov.au 

Australia QLD Katarina Carroll Commissioner 
katarina.carroll@gfes
.qld.gov.au 

Australia NSW Paul McGuiggan Assistant Director 
paul.mcguiggan@fire
.nsw.gov.au 

Australia NSW James Hamilton   
jim.hamilton@fire.ns
w.gov.au 

Australia NSW Gregory Mullins   
Greg.mullins@fire.ns
w.gov.au 

Australia NSW John Denny Assistant Director 
john.denny@fire.nsw
.gov.au 

Australia DFAT Celia Hevesi-Nagy Assistant Director 
Celia.hevesi@dfat.go
v.au 

Australia 
Attorney General 

Department 
Kate Fitzgerald 

Director Planning Crisis 
Coordination Branch 

Kate.fitzgerald@ag.g
ov.au 

Austria 
Federal Ministry of 

interior 
Robert Stocker Head of Department Robert.Stocker@bmi.

gv.at 

Austria 
Federal Ministry of 

interior 
Mirjana Jakopec Civil Servant Mirjana.Jakopec@b

mi.gv.at 

Austria 
Federal Ministry of 

interior 
Caroline Fellinger National FP Caroline.Fellinger@b

mi.gv.at 

Austria SARUV Thomas Nesensohn Deputy Head 
thomas.nesensohn@
saruv.at 

Austria AFDRU Markus Bock 
Senior Instruction Officer, 

Team Leader 
markus.bock@bmlvs.
gv.at 

Azerbaijan 
Ministry of 

Emergency Situations 
Rashad Gasimzade 

Head of Division, 
International Relation 

Department, 
Policy Focal Point 

rashad.gasimzade@
gmail.com 
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Bangladesh 
Bangladesh Fire 

Service 
Ali Ahmed Khan Brigadier 

dgfire_service@yaho
o.com 

Belarus 
Ministry of 

Emergency Situations 
Ruslan Salodkin Chief tdn17gt@yandex.ru 

Belarus 
Ministry of 

Emergency Situations 
Dzmitry Tkachuk Chief tdn17gt@yandex.ru 

Belgium B-FAST Christophe Dhont Director (DFA) 
Christophe.Dhont@di
plobel.fed.be 

Belgium B-FAST Nicolas Tuts 
Colonel - Unit Chief Civil 

Protection 
nicolas.tuts@ibz.fgov
.be 

Belgium ECHO Juha Auvinen Head of Unit 
Juha.Auvinen@ec.eu
ropa.eu 

Belgium 
Royal Military 

Academy of Belgium 
Liliana Daniela 

Dorottei 
End User Liaison Officer   

Belgium 
Royal Military 

Academy of Belgium 
Geert De Cubber Project Coordinator   

Cambodia 
National Committee 

for Disaster 
Management 

Chay Pheap Director 
Chay_pheap@yahoo
.com 

CEPREDENA
C 

CEPREDENAC 
Roy Barboza 

Sequeira 
Executive Secretary rbarboza@sica.int 

CEPREDENA
C 

CEPREDENAC 
Victor Manuel 

Ramirez Hernandez 
Ramirez 

Cooperation and Project 
Manager 

vramirez@sica.int 

Chile National Fire Service Sebastian Mocarquer 
Staff Sistema Nacional de 

Operaciones 
smocarquer@gmail.c
om 

Chile ONEMI Ricardo Toro Tassara Director rtoro@onemi.gov.cl 

Chile ONEMI Camilo Grez Luna National FP cgrez@onemi.gov.cl 

Chile Bomberos De Chile Alejandro Artigas 
National Operative Focal 

Point 

alejandro.artigas@cb
s.cl,  
puntofocalnacional@
bomberos.cl 

Chile   Raul Bustos USAR Chile rbustos@bomberos.c
l 

China CISAR Bibo Peng Medical Team Leader 
pengbibo0610@sina.
com 

China CEA Wu Shouchun 
Deputy Director General, 

Finance 
zhangyuancea@outl
ook.com 

China CEA Yin Chaomin Vice Administrator 
zhangyuancea@outl
ook.com 

China CEA Zhao Ming Director-General zhaom@csb.sina.net 

China CEA Fan Qi 
Director-General of 

Earthquake Administration of 
Shanxi Province 

fq925@163.com 

China CEA Zhang Yuan Project Officer 
zhangyuancea@outl
ook.com 

China CEA Xiaoxia Du Deputy Director duxx_bj@126.com 

CIRO Canada 
Canadian 

International Rescue 
Organization 

Marcel Schur Team Leader 
schuriam@yahoo.co
m 
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CIRO Canada 
Canadian 

International Rescue 
Organization 

Jamie D Schur Planning Manager jdschur@platinum.ca 

Colombia   
Carlos Ivan Marquez 

Perez 
General Director 

carlos.marquez@ges
tiondelriesgo.gov.co,  
margarita.arias@gest
iondelriesgo.gov.c 

Consultant Consultant in UAE 
Puniamoorthy 

Rmasamy 
Expert 

Puniamoorthy7@gm
ail.com 

Consultant Consultant Joseph Bishop Consultant 
email to UAE 
10/8/2015 

Consultant Consultant Arjun Katoch Consultant jsdm@nic.in 

Consultant Consultant Terje Skavdal Consultant 
Terje.Skavdal@nca.n
o 

Consultant Consultant Ted Pearn Consultant 
tedpearn@acornswin
sor.fsnet.co.uk 

Consultant Consultant Steffen Schmidt Consultant 
exchaosordines@gm
ail.com 

Consultant DART Solutions Trevor Glass Managing Director 
Trevorglass00@gmai
l.com 

Consultant   
Juan Alfredo Campos 

Zumbado 
Consultant 

jcamposz@racsa.co.
cr 

Costa Rica 
Cuerop General de 

Bomberos 
Luis Fernando Salas 

Sanchez 
Director Operativo 

lsalas@bomberos.go
.cr 

Czech 
Republic 

Ministry of Interior Roman Francl Fire Officer 
Roman.Francl@grh.i
zscr.cz 

Czech 
Republic 

  Vladimir Vlcek Deputy Chief Fire Officer vladimir.vlcek@hzsm
sk.cz 

Denmark DEMA 
Michael Boesgaard 

Brondel 
Head of International 

Division 
mbb@dema.gov.dk 

Denmark DEMA Jacob Bolwinkel Head of Rescue, Captain jeb@brs.dk 

Denmark at fire Irakli Richard West Team Leader i.west@at-fire.de 

Dominican 
Republic 

  
Manuel Joaquin 

Aybar 
Inspector General 

aybarmanuel@hotma
il.com 

Ecuador Permanent Mission Monica Martinez Minister 
mmartinez@mmrree.
gob.ec 

Egypt IDSC 
Aly Abdellatif 

Abdelsamie Haredy 
Director 

aliharedy@idsc.net.e
g 

Egypt Civil Protection 
Ahmed Wahba Nasr 

Ali 
Deputy General Director 

civilprotection.eg@g
mail.com 

Egypt Civil Protection 
Ahmed Abdelrahman 
Naguib Abdelfattah 

Chief of Rescue Division 
civilprotection.eg@g
mail.com 

El Salvador 
Cuerop General de 

Bomberos 
Jose Joaquin Parada Director General jjoaquinpj@yahoo.es 

Estonia Rescue Board Priit Laos 
Head of the Northern 

Rescue Centre priit.laos@rescue.ee 

Fiji   Anthony Blake PIEMA Officer anthonyb@spc.int 
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Finland Ministry of Interior Jari Honkanen Senior Officer jari.honkanen@inter
min.fi 

Finland CMC Finland Ville-Veikko Pitkanen Training Officer 
ville-
veikko.pitkanen@cm
cfinland.fi 

Finland European Commision Pekka Tiainen Policy Officer 
Pekka.tiainen@ec.eu
ropa.eu 

France PUI Philippe Besson   
pompiers.urgence@a
liceadsl.fr 

France PUI Philippe Dardant   
phil.dardant@wanad
oo.fr 

France Civil Protection 
Berengere Defaye 

Noblet 
Management 

bebe.defaye@gmail.
com 

France Civil Protection Laurent Couasne Staff Officer 
laurent.couasne@int
erieur.gouv.fr 

France 
7th civil protection 

battalion 
Philippe Brugere Commanding officer philippe.brugere@int

erieur.gouv.fr 

France Civil Protection Christian Baroux National FP 

christian.baroux@int
erieur.gouv.fr, 
christian.baroux@hot
mail.com 

France UIISC 1 Stanislas Rouquayrol Commander stanislas.rouquayrol
@interieur.gouv.fr 

France Focal point Philippe Meresse 
Major, Fire Fighter Civil 

Protection 
p.meresse@valabre.
com 

France PUI Magali Jeanteur Medical Team Leader 
mjeanteur@gmail.co
m 

France 
Secouristes Sans 

Frontieres  
Marianne Goeuriot 

ep. Angeloni 
Focal Point, President 

marianne.angeloni@
orange.fr 

France 
Secouristes Sans 

Frontieres  
Bruno Besson Focal Point 

bruno.besson68@sfr.
fr 

France MFA Dominique Mas 
Head of Humanitarian 

Mission 
dominique.mas@dipl
omatie.gouv.fr 

Georgia 
Emergency 

Management Agency 
Shalva Akhvlediani 

Head of International 
Relations Deptartment 

Sh_akhvlediani@hot
mail.com 

Germany THW Peter Wolff   
peter.wolff04@gmail.
com 

Germany Fire Johannes Gust USAR Project Manager j.gust@at-fire.de 

Germany ISAR Mareike Illing Project Coordinator mareike.illing@isar-
germany.de 

Germany ISAR Daniela Lesmeister President mareike.illing@isar-
germany.de 

Germany ISAR Michael Lesmeister CEO mareike.illing@isar-
germany.de 

Germany ISAR Maria Bockmann   
  

Germany THW Albrecht Broemme President 
Albrecht.Broemme@t
hw.de 

Germany THW Ulf Langemeier Team Leader 
ulf.langemeier@thw.
de 
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Germany THW Peter Goxharaj Senior Program Officer 
Peter.goxharaj@thw.
de 

Germany partner of at fire Sascha Wahlster Senior Manager IB&S 
Sascha.wahlster@gd
els.com 

Germany THW Thomas F. Hönicke International Relations 
Thomas.Hoenicke@t
hw.de 

Germany IOM - Geneva Albrecht Beck 
Global CCCM Civil 

Protection Specialist 
abeck@iom.int 

Greece ICCS George Athanasiou Manager ksaini@gscp.gr 

Guatemala   
Sergio Roberto 
Garcia Cabanas 

INSARAG Operational Focal 
Point 

scabanas@conred.or
g.gt 

Haiti (Survivor) 
Hotteline Sanon 

Lozama 
  

lovetatty@hotmail.co
m 

Honduras COPECO 
Dolan Josue Castro 

Cortes 
Director 

dolanjosue@yahoo.c
om 

Iceland ICE SAR Gunnar Stefansson Office Manager 
gunnar@landsbjorg.i
s 

Iceland ICE SAR 
Thorvaldur Fridrik 

Hallsson 
Vice President 

varaformadur@lands
bjorg.is 

Iceland ICE SAR 
Hjalmar Orn 
Gudmarsson 

Team Leader hjalmar@iav.is 

IFRC 
IFRC Global First Aid 

Reference Centre 
Pascal Cassan Head pascal.cassan@ifrc.o

rg 

India 
NDRF 

Ministry of Home 
Affairs 

Shri Om Prakash 
Singh 

Director General dg.ndrf@nic.in 

Indonesia BASARNAS Sudipo Handoyo Deputy of SAR Agency 
habasarnas@gmail.c
on 

Indonesia BASARNAS FHB Soelistyo Head of SAR Agency 
habasarnas@gmail.c
om 

Indonesia BASARNAS Pak Achadi Deputy Director 

habasarnas@gmail.c
om, 
haris.achadi@basarn
as.go.id, 

Iraq 
League of Arab 

States 
Rafal Abduljabbar 
Salman Al-Waeli 

Official, Humanitarian Affairs 
rafalabdull@yahoo.c
om 

IRO (Canada) IRO Silvie Montier Vice President 
casdda@hotmail.co
m 

IRO (UK) IRO 
Christopher Mark 

Pritchard 
Spokeperson for Deployment 

chris.pritchard@iro-
dogs.org 

Italy MoFA Andrea Di Bari Focal Point 
andrea.dibari@esteri.
it 

Italy   Robert Triozzi Fire Chief triozzi@frdp.org 

Japan MFA Shigenobu Kobayashi 
Emergency Relief 

Coordinator 
shigenobu.kobayashi
@mofa.go.jp 

Japan JICA Noriko Suzuki Director General 
Suzuki.Noriko@jica.g
o.jp 

Japan JICA Makoto Yamane Director 
Yamane.Matoko@jic
a.go.jp 
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Japan JICA Mariko Harada   
Harada.Mariko@jica.
go.jp 

Japan JICA Tsukasa Katsube Advisor 
Katsube-
Tsukasa.2@jica.go.jp 

Japan JDR Yusuke Shichijo   
y.shichijou@soumu.g
o.jp 

Japan JDR Junichi Inoue MWG 
inoue.jun1@ymail.co
m 

Japan 
Tokyo Fire 
Department 

Yoshio Hagimori Battalion Chief 
tfdinfo2@tfd.metro.to
kyo.jp 

Japan TICS Yayoi Shirai Interpreter   

Jordan Civil Defence 
Marwan Bader 

Ahmad Alsmeiat 
Director 

civild@nic.net.jo,  
rescue_dpt@cdd.gov
.jo,  
marwan-
sumiat@hotmail.com 

Jordan   
Hashem Mohammad 

Obeidat 
    

Kazakhstan KAZEMERCOM Vladimir Tsoy Team Leader  roso_alm@emer.kz 

Kazakhstan KAZEMERCOM Dmitry Beskorovayev Rescuer roso_alm@emer.kz 

Kenya KDF 
Joseph Kipkorir 

Maritim 
Lieutenant-Colonel 

kipkorirmar@gmail.c
om 

Korea 
Ministry of Public 

Safety and Security 
Jeong Byung Yoon Fire Captain 

bangasayoo@naver.
com 

Korea 
Ministry of Public 

Safety and Security 
Yeolwoo Shin Director General 119foryou@korea.kr 

Korea 
Ministry of Public 

Safety and Security 
Deokho Choi Deputy Fire Chief 

Summerof71@korea.
kr 

Korea 
Ministry of Public 

Safety and Security 
Bo Hyun Kim Coordinator bhkim1119@korea.kr 

Korea 
Ministry of Public 

Safety and Security 
Jehyun Yang Second Secretary 

jhyang05@mofa.go.k
r 

Korea 
Ministry of Public 

Safety and Security 
Myeonjoa Kim 

Emergency Relief DRR 
Specialist 

myeonjoakim@koica.
go.kr 

Kuwait   
Mansoor Hardan 

Mohammed Alenezi 
Rescue Department Officer 

shwalid@hotmail.co
m 

Kuwait   
Saud Abdullah Awwd 

Alfadhli 
NBC Protection Officer 

xcxcx.33@hotmail.co
m 

Lebanon UNDP 
Sawsan Bou 
Fakhreddine 

Chief Technical Officer 3011203@gmail.com 

Lebanon Lebanese Army Walid Shaar Colonel 3011203@gmail.com 

Lebanon Lebanese Army Mohamed Kheir Major General scd@pcm.gov.lb 

Madagascar 

Secrétaire Exécutif du 
Bureau National de 

Gestion des Risques 
et des Catastrophes 

Ludovic Christian 
Lomotsy 

Secrétaire Exécutif du 
Bureau National de Gestion 

des Risques et des 
Catastrophes 

sp.bngrc@bngrc.mg 
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Madagascar 
Assistant technique 

en analyse des 
données spatiales 

Tsirihasina Sitraka 
Ranoeliarivao 

Assistant technique en 
analyse des données 

spatiales 
sp.bngrc@bngrc.mg 

Malawi 
Department of 

Disaster Management 
Affairs 

Dyce Kapumula 
Nkhoma 

Department of Disaster 
Management Affairs 

dycenkhoma@gmail.
com 

Malaysia 
 

Munirah Zulkaple Principal Assistant Secretary 
munirahz@mkn.gov.
my 

Malaysia 
National Security 

Council 
Abd Rahim Abd Aziz USAR Commander 

rahimaziz8@yahoo.c
om.my 

Maldives NDMC Umar Moosa Fikry Senior Program Officer 
umar.fikry@ndmc.go
v.mv 

Maldives MNDF Mohamed Ibrahim Commander 

trgcoord@mndf.gov.
mv, 
mi.mndf@hotmail.co
m  

Mexico Ministry of Interior Ricardo De La Cruz 
General Director of Civil 

Protection 
rdelacruzm@segob.g
ob.mx 

Mexico Ministry of Interior 
Víctor Alonso Aznar 

Osornio 
Director of Sectorial 

Concertation 
vaznar@segob.gob.
mx 

Mongolia NEMA 
Uuganbayar 
Batmunkh 

Director 

for.rel@nema.gov.m
n;  
nema_mongolia@ya
hoo.com  

Morocco Civil Protection Aziz Amzil Deputy Head  
Aziz.amzil@gmail.co
m 

Morocco Civil Protection  Hassane Lamrabet Head of service 
Lamrabet.hassane@
hotmail.com 

Nepal 
Ministry of Home 

Affairs 
Binod KC Joint Secretary 

binodkcnepal@gmail.
com 

Nepal 
Ministry of Home 

Affairs 
Rameshwor Dangal Joint Secretary 

dangalrr@hotmail.co
m 

Nepal UN RCHCO Suresh Pandit Flagship Analyst 
Suresh.pandit@one.
un.org 

Netherlands USAR NL Martin Evers Deputy National Commander Martin.evers@vrh.nl 

Netherlands USAR NL Peter L.J. Bos National Commander 
Plj.bos@vru.nl 

Netherlands USAR NL Martijn Boer Staff Officer 
Martijn.boer@ifv.nl 

Netherlands USAR NL Arjan Wessel Stam Team Leader Arjan.stam@brandw
eer.vrhm.nl 

Netherlands USAR NL Robert Merkx Team Leader 
robertmerkx@home.
nl 

Netherlands USAR NL Thomas Eckhardt Medical manager Thomas.eckhardt@vr
h.nl 

Netherlands USAR NL Chwm Post 
 

CHWM.post@vrzhz.n
l 

New Zealand   Gavin Travers National USAR Manager gavin.travers@fire.or
g.nz 

New Zealand   Paul Burns Team Leader USAR paul.burns@fire.org.
nz 
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New Zealand   Paul Baxter CEO Paul.baxter@fire.org.
nz 

New Zealand   Kenneth Cooper 
National Operations 

Manager 
Ken.cooper@fire.org.
nz 

New Zealand MOFA Alicia Kotsapas Manager 
alicia.kotsapas@mfat
.govt.nz 

New Zealand MOFA Davene Vroon Deputy Director 
davene.vroon@mfat.
govt.nz 

New Zealand 
NZ Mission, Abu 

Dhabi 
Jeremey Clarke-

Watson 
Ambassador   

New Zealand 
NZ Mission, Abu 

Dhabi 
Rebecca Wood Deputy Head of Mission   

Nigeria NEMA Mohammed Sani Sidi Director-General sidisani@yahoo.com 

Nigeria NEMA Owan Vincent Erim 
Search & Rescue Deputy 

Director 
v_owan@yahoo.co.u
k 

Nigeria NEMA Akiode Saheed Ao 
Head, ERM Operations 

Office 
akiodesao@yahoo.c
om 

Nigeria NEMA Lawal Semirah Planning Officer 
sameerahlawal@yah
oo.com 

OCHA 
Consultant 

Consultant David Dickson Consultant 
david.dickson@civilie
nce.com 

OCHA Egypt OCHA ROMENA Safaa Sabbah Programme Officer Sabbah1@un.org 

OCHA 
Geneva 

OCHA FCSS Jesper Lund Chief lund@un.org 

OCHA 
Geneva 

OCHA FCSS Winston Chang Humanitarian Affairs Officer changw@un.org 

OCHA 
Geneva 

OCHA FCSS Yosuke Okita Humanitarian Affairs Officer okitay@un.org 

OCHA 
Geneva 

OCHA FCSS Lucien Jaggi Humanitarian Affairs Officer jaggi@un.org 

OCHA 
Geneva 

OCHA FCSS 
Christophe 
Schmachtel 

Humanitarian Affairs Officer schmachtel@un.org 

OCHA 
Geneva 

OCHA FCSS Abdul-Majid Rafihi Humanitarian Affairs Officer rafihi@un.org 

OCHA 
Geneva 

OCHA FCSS 
Hanako Kataoka-

Hafiz 
Programme Assistant 

kataoka-
hafiz@un.org 

OCHA 
Geneva 

OCHA FCSS Stefania Trassari Humanitarian Affairs Officer trassari@un.org 

OCHA 
Geneva 

OCHA ESB Rudolf Muller 
Deputy Chief OCHA 
Geneva, Chief ESB 

mullerr@un.org 

OCHA 
Geneva 

OCHA FCSS Marlisa Delfin Team Assistant delfin@un.org 

OCHA 
Geneva 

OCHA FCSS Sarah Howe Consultant howes@un.org 

OCHA 
Geneva 

OCHA Markus Elten Humanitarian Affairs Officer elten@un.org 

OCHA 
Geneva 

OCHA Robert Smith WHS Secretariat Smith50@un.org 
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OCHA GLO  OCHA GLO Dima Al Ayderous   AlAyderous@un.org 

OCHA GLO OCHA GLO Nishad Neyyapadath   
 
Neyyapadath@un.or
g 

OCHA GLO OCHA GLO Moustafa Omer     

OCHA GLO OCHA GLO Manzoor Khoso Humanitarian Affairs Officer Khoso@un.org 

OCHA GLO OCHA GLO  Saeed Hersi Head of Office hersis@un.org 

OCHA GLO OCHA GLO  Muataz Abdalla Security Associate   

OCHA NY OCHA Kyung-wha Assistant Secretary-General cliffordy@un.org 

OCHA NY OCHA Laila Bourhil Advisor to the ASG   

OCHA 
Philippines 

OCHA Philippines Maria Agnes Palacio 
National Disaster Response 

Advisor 
palacio@un.org 

OCHA ROAP OCHA ROAP Markus Werne Head of Office werne@un.org 

OCHA ROAP OCHA ROAP Samantha Orr Humanitarian Affairs Officer orrs@un.org 

OCHA 
ROCCA 

OCHA ROCCA Olga Prorovskaya Deputy Head prorovskaya@un.org 

OCHA 
ROCCA 

OCHA ROCCA Marcel Vaessen Head of Office vaessen@un.org 

OCHA 
ROLAC 

OCHA ROLAC Wendy Cue Head of Office cue@un.org 

OCHA 
ROMENA 

OCHA ROMENA Nihan Erdogan   erdogann@un.org 

Oman Civil Defence 
Mohammed bin 

Hmound Al-
Mahmoudi 

Head of  Search and Rescue 
Team 

Moh.mahmoodi@hot
mail.com 

Oman Civil Defence 
Amer bin Sulaiman 

Al-Kayoumi 
National Search and Rescue 

Team Officer 
Amer996@hotmail.c
om 

Pakistan NDMA Raza Iqbal Director 

 
dirresponse@ndma.g
ov.pk, 
reza_iqbal71@yahoo
.com 

Pakistan Rescue 1122 
Muhammad Farhan 

Khalid 
Deputy Director 

dr.muhammadfarhan
@yahoo.com 

Pakistan Rescue 1122 Muhammad Ahsan Assistant Director ahsaneo@gmail.com  

Palestine Civil Defence Colonel Owda Younis 
Head of International 
Relations Department 

pal_cdd@yahoo.com 

Palestine    Capt. Hanan Bouzia   pal_cdd@yahoo.com 

Panama SINAPROC Omar Smith Gallardo Operations 
omarsmith33@gmail.
com 

Panama SINAPROC Reyes Jimenez Rios 
Coordinator-Instructor 

National 
natan12345@yahoo.
com 
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Paraguay 
Volunteer Fire 
Department of 

Paraguay 
Ernesto Valdez USAR Chief 

ev1556@hotmail.co
m 

Paraguay 
National Emergency 

Secretariat 
Aldo Cesar Zaldivar 

Amarilla 
Operations General Director 

secretaria.general@s
en.gov.py 

Peru 
Cuerop General de 

Bomberos 
Jorge Alejandro 
Terrones Cano 

Captain terrones@gmail.com 

Peru Civil Defence 
Alfredo Murgueytio 

Espinoza 
Jefe 

amurgueytio@indeci.
gob.pe 

Peru Civil Defence 
Luis Rene Vallenas 

Vallenas 
Sub Director de Gestion 

Operativa 
lvallenas@indeci.gob
.pe 

Philippines Philippines Air Force 
Jesus Nelson B 

Morales 
Colonel Group Commander 

 

Poland   Mariusz Feltynowski Deputy Head  
mfeltynowski@kgpsp
.gov.pl 

Poland   Marcin Kedra Head of Section 
mkedra@kgpsp.gov.
pl 

Poland   
Tomasz 

Kolodziejczyk 
Head of International 

Cooperation Department 
thkolodziejczyk@kgp
sp.gov.pl 

Qatar USAR 
Khalid Abdulla S N 

Hemaidi 
Operation Officer 

kalhemaidi@isf.gov.q
a 

Qatar USAR 
Mubarak Sherida M 

Al Kaahi 
Deputy Team Leader 

Mbk.kaabi@hotmail.c
om 

Romania General Inspectorate  Vlad Petre Deputy Team Leader petrev@mai.gov.ro 

Romania General Inspectorate  Marius Dogeanu Focal Point 
dogeanum@gmail.co
m 

Russia EMERCOM Olga Proshina Chief prolg@rambler.ru 

Russia EMERCOM Alexey Avdeev Desk Officer 
avd_emercom@mail.
ru 

Saudi Arabia   
Abdullah Mohammd 

S Alqahtani 
K9 Officer 

Starr-
999@hotmail.com 

Saudi Arabia   
Mohammed Abdullah 

Altamimi 
Planning officer 

m20-
21@hotmail.com 

Saudi Arabia   
Humoud Suliman H 

Alfaraj 
SASART Team Leader hsf_25@hotmail.com 

Saudi Arabia Senior Account Majed Alotiescahan 
Senior Account Manager 

(Training Solutions) 
  

Saudi Arabia ELM Badr A Alhussain 
Partners Relationship 
Management Manager 

(Training Solutions) 
balhussain@elm.sa 

Singapore SCDF Young Ern Ling Deputy Director 
LING_Young_Ern@s
cdf.gov.sg 

Singapore SCDF Chew Keng Tok   
CHEW_Keng_Tok@
scdf.gov.sg 

Singapore COSEM 
Mohammad Sukaimi 

Bin Ali 
Consultant 

sukaimi@cosem.org.
sg 

Singapore COSEM Pek Kiam Chye General Manager 
anthony@cosem.org.
sg 

Singapore COSEM Nadarajan Subhas Senior Consultant 
subhas@cosem.org.
sg 
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Slovenia Civil Protection Domen Torkar National FP 
domen.torkar@urszr.
si 

South Africa NDMC 
Musiwalo Moses 

Khangale 
  

MosesK@ndmc.gov.
za 

South Africa   Lazarus Makola Fire Chief 
tshepomak@joburg.o
rg.za 

Spain ERICAM Annika Coll Eriksson Team Leader 
annika.coll@madrid.
org 

Spain UME 
Domingo Exposito 

Alvarez 
ESP Team Leader dexpalv@et.mde.es 

Sri Lanka Army 
Ekanayake 
Ambanpola 

Major General dcos@army.lk 

Sri Lanka Navy Princely Liyanage Director princely@dmc.gov.lk 

Sweden MSB Lars-Goran Uddholm Team Leader 
lars-
goran.uddholm@sbff.
se 

Sweden MSB Cecilia Uneram Deputy Team Leader 
cecilia.uneram@svbf.
se 

Sweden MSB David Norlin Advisor 
sedavid.norlin@msb.
se 

Sweden MSB Christian Di Schiena Dep. Head of Operations 
Christian.dischiena@
msb.se  

Switzerland 
Parliamentary 

Assembly of  the 
Mediterranean 

Gerhard Putman-
Cramer 

Ambassador 
putman-
cramer@bluewin.ch 

Switzerland SDC David Sochor Chief Rapid Response 
david.sochor@eda.a
dmin.ch 

Switzerland SDC Mario Simaz Programme Officer 
mario.simaz@eda.ad
min.ch 

Switzerland FDA Frederic Wagnon Head of SHA 
frederic.wagnon@vtg
.admin.ch 

Switzerland SHA Manuel Bessler Ambassador 
manuel.bessler@eda
.admin.ch 

Switzerland SDC in UAE Niklaus Eggenberger 

Regional Advisor for 
Development  

Cooperation and 
Humanitarian Aid 

niklaus.eggenberger
@eda.admin.ch 

Switzerland SDC Toni Frisch INSARAG Global Chair 
toni.frisch@eda.admi
n.ch 

Switzerland 
Swiss Embassy in 

Abu Dhabi 
Rania Kirreh 

Research Assistant to the 
regional Advisor 

rania.kirreh@eda.ad
min.ch 

Switzerland SDC Adrienne Schnyder   
adrienne.schnyder@
eda.admin.ch 

Tajikistan 
Committee of 

Emergency Situations 
and Civil Defence 

Abduhamidov 
Abdumalik 

Commander of Regional 
Search and Rescue team 

safedoron77@mail.ru 

Tajikistan OCHA Valijon Ranoev 
National Disaster Response 

Advisor 
ranoev@un.org 

Thailand DDPM Arun Pinta 
Director of International 

Cooperation Affairs Section 
arunpinta@gmail.co
m 

Thailand DDPM 
Kobchai 

Boonyaorana 
Director of Policy Bureau 

Foreign_dpm@yaho
o.com 
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Thailand DDPM Thana Phromduang 
Expert Disaster Prevention 

Promotion 
Thana_p@hotmail.co
m 

Togo   Gani Koffi Permanent Secretary ganikoffi@yahoo.fr 

Tunisia Civil Protection Ghofran Ouertani Director Colonel Major 
ghofran.ouentam@g
mail.com 

Turkey AKUT Belit Tasdemir Deputy Team Leader 
belittasdemir@akut.o
rg.tr 

Turkey AFAD Haluk Onay Erten Team Leader 
Haluk.Erten@afad.go
v.tr 

Turkey AFAD Kemal Kocak Team Leader 
kemal.kocak@afad.g
ov.tr 

Turkey AFAD Fatih Ozer Head of Department 
fatih.ozer@afad.gov.t
r 

Turkey AKUT Dundar Sahin Director of Institute 
dundar@akutonline.c
om 

Turkey GEA NGO Umut  Dinçşahin   umut@gea.org.tr 

Turkey GEA NGO Erkan Ibrahim Ataker   erkan@gea.org.tr 

UAE WFP Duabi Stefano Peveri Manager, UNHRD 
stefano.peveri@wfp.
org 

UAE Civil Defence Mohamed Al Ansari 
UAE Focal Point for 

INSARAG 
al_ansari_m@yahoo.
com 

UAE Civil Defence 
HH Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior 

  

UAE Civil Defence 
Nasser Lakhberani Al 

Nuaimi 
Secretary General of the 
Minister of Interior's office 

  

UAE Civil Defence Jassim Al Marzoqui 

Commander General of Civil 
Defense at the Ministry of 

Interior Secretary General of 
the Minister of Interior's 

office 

  

UK SARAID Christopher Hurley Operations Director 
kris.hurley@saraid.or
g.uk 

UK SARAID Simon Woodmore Medical Team Manager Simon.woodmore@s
ky.com 

UK SARAID Paul Incledon Team Leader paul.incledon@sarai
d.org.uk 

UK SARAID Rob Davis Team Leader 
rob.davis@avonfire.g
ov.uk 

UK SARAID Gary Francis National Director gary.francis@saraid.
org.uk 

UK UK ISAR St. John Stanley Logistics Manager 
Stjohn.stanley@west
sussex.gov.uk 

UK UK ISAR Dean Nankivell Group Manager 
nankivdj@mancheste
rfire.gov.uk 

UK UK ISAR Dave Ramscar Chief 
Dave.ramscar@lincol
n.fire-uk.org 

UK UK ISAR Sean Moore National Coordinator 
smoore@fireresilienc
e.org.uk 
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UK UK ISAR Malcolm Russell Medical Director 
malcolm.russell@pro
metheusmed.com 

Ukraine Mobile rescue Sergii Lavrynenko Head 
lavrinenko@mns.gov
.ua 

US USA-1 Jason Ryan Jenkins Deputy chief 
Jason.jenkins@fairfa
xcounty.gov 

USA USAID/OFDA 
Dewey Hindman 

Perks 
  dperks@ofda.gov 

USA Fairfax Scott Schermerhorn Logistics Manager 
scott.schermerhorn@
fairfaxcounty.gov 

USA Fairfax Michael Schaff Programme Manager 
Michael.schaff@fairf
axcounty.gov 

USA Fairfax 
Charles Warren Ryan 

III 
Deputy Chief 

chuck.ryan@fairfaxc
ounty.gov 

USA USAID Sarah Potts Field Coordinator spotts@usaid.gov 

USA USA 2, LA John Boyle Task Force Leader 
John.boyle@fire.laco
unty.gov 

USA USA 2, LA 
Herb Giovanni 

Marroquin 
Medical Specialist 

Herb.marroquin@fire
.lacounty.gov 

USA USA 2, LA Patrick Rohaley Task Force Leader 
Patrick.rohaley@fire.l
acounty.gov 

USA USA 2, LA Bryan Wells Rescue Team Manager 
Bryan.wells@fire.lac
ounty.gov 

USA MWG Chair Anthony Macintyre 
Chair of Medical Working 

Group 
macintyr@gwu.edu 

USA USA 1 
Richard Andrew 

Roatch 
Deputy Chief  

richard.roatch@fairfa
xcounty.gov 

USA UAE / EST LLC Irfan Ismail Junior Associate 
irfan.ismail@r4-
inc.com 

USA UAE / EST LLC Patrick Ryan Senior Associate pryan@r4-inc.com 

USA UAE / EST LLC Shawn Crockett Senior Associate 
sjcrockett@r4-
inc.com 

USA UAE / EST LLC David M Lewis Sr. Senior Associate dlewis@r4-inc.com 

USA USA 2, LA Troy Flath   
Troy.flath@fire.lacou
nty.gov 

USA   James Sims 
Director of Business 

Development 
  

WFP Dubai UNHRD, WFP Dubai Doris Mauron   
doris.mauron@wfp.or
g 

WHO Geneva Ian Norton   nortoni@who.int  

WHO WHO Rudi Coninx MWG coninxr@who.int 

Zambia Air Force Peter Kavuma Colonel 
peterkavuma@hotma
il.com 
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Annex B – Global Meeting Agenda 
 

Sunday, 18 October 
 
11:00 – 12:00 Official Opening of INSARAG Global Meeting - Theme: “Fit for the Future” 

 
Lt. General Saif Abdullah Al Sha’far, Undersecretary, Ministry of Interior, United Arab 

 Emirates 
 
Ms. Kyung-wha Kang, Assistant Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Deputy 
Emergency Relief Coordinator, United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs 
 
Ambassador Toni Frisch, INSARAG Global Chair 

 
12:00 – 13:00 Lunch Break 
 
13:00 – 14:30 Session 1 – Humanitarian Effectiveness: Setting Global ‘Preparedness and Response’ 

Standards for INSARAG 
 

Chair and Moderator 
Mr. Rudolf Müller, Deputy Director and Chief, Emergency Services Branch, United Nations 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
 
Panel Composition 
Ambassador Manuel Bessler, Ambassador and Delegate for Humanitarian Aid, Head of the 
Swiss Humanitarian Aid Unit, Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation and Chair, 
INSARAG Guidelines Review Group  
2015 Revised INSARAG Guidelines 

 
Mr. Paul Baxter, Chief Executive and National Commander, New Zealand Fire Services 
INSARAG External Classification (IEC) System 

 
Mr. Rameshwor Dangal, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of Nepal 
Nepal Earthquake Response 

 
14:30 – 15:00 Tea/Coffee Break 
 
15:00 – 16:30 Session 2 – INSARAG's Contribution to the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 

Reduction 2015-2030 
 

Chair and Moderator 
Ms. Wendy Cue, Head of Office, Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean, 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

 
Panel Composition 
Ambassador Toni Frisch, INSARAG Global Chair 
Evolution of Preparedness and National Capacity Building in INSARAG 

 
Mr. Shigenobu Kobayashi, Emergency Relief Coordinator, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Government of Japan 

  Sendai Framework: Where does INSARAG fit? 
 

Sr. Ricardo Toro Tassara, Director, National Emergency Office, Ministry of Interior and 
Public Security, Government of Chile and Chair, INSARAG Americas Regional Group 
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National USAR Capacity Building 
 
16:30 – 20:00 Free Evening - Optional Dinner Event 
 

Monday, 19 October  

 
09:00 – 10:45 Session 3 – Partnerships and Engagement at All Levels 
 

Chair and Moderator 
Mr. Saeed Hersi, Head of Office, Gulf Liaison Office, United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

 
Panel Composition 
Lt. Col. Dr. Hamad Al Darmaki, Abu Dhabi Civil Defense 
Strengths of Regional Alliance and Partnerships 

 
Dr. Ian Norton, Technical Advisor and FMT Project Lead, World Health Organization 
Setting Standards for Medical First Response 

 
Mr. Dewey Perks, Disaster Resources Unit Leader, United States Agency for International 
Development / Office of United States Foreign Disaster Assistance and Chair, INSARAG 
Training Working Group 
First Responders and Community Preparedness 

 
Mr. Albrecht Broemme, President, German Federal Agency for Technical Relief 
Importance of Community Volunteerism 

 
10:45 – 11:15 Tea/Coffee Break 
 
11:15 – 13:00 Session 4 – Disaster Response in a Changing Humanitarian Landscape 
 

Chair and Moderator 
Ambassador Manuel Bessler, Ambassador and Delegate for Humanitarian Aid, Head of the 
Swiss Humanitarian Aid Unit, Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation and incoming 
INSARAG Global Chair 

 
Panel Composition 
Mr. Robert Smith, Head of Geneva Office, World Humanitarian Summit Secretariat, United 
Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
Lessons from the World Humanitarian Consultation Process: Where does INSARAG fit? 

 
Mr. Kemal Koçak, INSARAG Operational Focal Point, Department of Response, Disaster 
and Emergency Management Authority, Republic of Turkey Prime Ministry 
National Disaster Management 

 
Mr. Juha Auvinen, Head of Emergency Response Unit, Directorate General for Humanitarian 
Aid and Civil Protection, European Commission 
Regional Response Arrangements 

 
Ms. Adelina Kamal, Head of Disaster Management, Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
Regional Response Arrangements 
 
Dr. Adel bin Khalifa Al-Zayani, Head of Humanitarian Affairs and Environment, Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
Regional Response Arrangements 

 



INSARAG Global Meeting 2015 
Chairman’s Summary 

18-19 October, 2015 Abu Dhabi UAE 
 

  

Sr. Roy Barboza Sequeira, Executive Secretary, Coordination Centre for the Prevention of 
Natural Disasters in Central America 
Regional Response Arrangements 

 
13:00 – 14:00 Lunch Break 
 
14:00 – 15:00 Session 5 - Presentation and Adoption of the INSARAG Abu Dhabi Declaration 2015 
 

Mr. Jesper Lund, Chief Field Coordination Support Section and INSARAG Secretariat, 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

 
Mr. Rudolf Müller, Deputy Director and Chief, Emergency Services Branch, United Nations 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

 
Ambassador Toni Frisch, INSARAG Global Chair 

 
15:00 – 16:00 INSARAG – The Next Chapter and Closing Address 
 

Mr. Jesper Lund, Chief Field Coordination Support Section and INSARAG Secretariat, 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

 
Mr. Rudolf Müller, Deputy Director and Chief, Emergency Services Branch, United Nations 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

 
Ambassador Toni Frisch, Outgoing INSARAG Global Chair 

 
Ambassador Manuel Bessler, Ambassador and Delegate for Humanitarian Aid, Head of the 
Swiss Humanitarian Aid Unit, Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation and incoming 
INSARAG Global Chair 

 
16:00 – 16:30 Closing Tea/Coffee Break 
 
 
End of INSARAG Global Meeting 
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Annex C – INSARAG Abu Dhabi Declaration 2015 
 

Strengthening Preparedness and Response Standards of National and International Urban Search and 

Rescue Operations  

 

The International Search and Rescue Advisory Group (INSARAG) reaffirms its commitment to United Nations 

(UN) General Assembly resolution 57/150 of 2002 on ‘Strengthening the effectiveness and coordination of 

international urban search and rescue assistance’ from 2015 to 2020. 

 

INSARAG’s objectives were agreed during the INSARAG Global Meeting 2015 in Abu Dhabi, United Arab 

Emirates, attended by 300 participants from over 90 countries and organizations. The objectives are 

constituted to complement and enhance the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 and 

the 2016 World Humanitarian Summit, and to advance the progress made since the agreement of the 

INSARAG Hyogo Declaration in 2010 by 188 participants from 77 countries and organizations. 

 

INSARAG appreciates the support expressed by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in its capacity as the INSARAG secretariat, by the United Nations Economic and 

Social Council and by the UN General Assembly in their endorsement of and encouragement to INSARAG 

and its activities. 

INSARAG expresses its gratitude to the Government of United Arab Emirates for hosting this second 

INSARAG Global Meeting. 

 

In light of the progress INSARAG has made in the past 25 years to create and cultivate a coordinated 

professional USAR network that aims to ensure rapid search-and-rescue preparedness and response in 

support of affected people and Governments in sudden-onset disasters, the INSARAG 2015 Global Meeting 

hereby resolves the following: 

 

1. Urges the Member States of the United Nations to continue to fully support the implementation of the 

provisions of UN General Assembly resolution 57/150 of 16 December 2002 on ‘Strengthening the 

effectiveness and coordination of international urban search and rescue assistance’ and the activities 

of INSARAG, including the priorities and objectives as laid out by the INSARAG Strategy, and refined 

by the Regional Groups to cover the period from 2015 to 2020. 

 

2. Reaffirms full support for disaster-affected countries in executing their sovereign role to initiate, 

coordinate and organize international humanitarian assistance on their territories within the framework 

of the humanitarian principles of humanity, neutrality and impartiality, and to facilitate the access and 

operations of international USAR teams as long as requested. 
 

3. Endorses the revised and updated INSARAG Guidelines 2015 as a set of detailed documents that 

use the lessons learned since INSARAG’s inception and comprehensively detail the preparedness 

and response methodologies of INSARAG, and encourages Member States to adopt the Guidelines 

in their disaster response plans.  
 

4. Calls upon all USAR teams and their respective institutions responding internationally to earthquakes 

to make full use of and adhere to the field coordination procedures established by OCHA and the 

United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination Team (UNDAC), as described in the INSARAG 

Guidelines, including coordination of on-site work with the Reception Departure Centre (RDC) and the 

On-Site Operations Coordination Centre (OSOCC) established in the disaster area.  
 

5. Urges all Member States possessing USAR teams with international deployment mandates to ensure 

that their teams adhere to the internationally agreed standards through their participation in the 

INSARAG External Classification (IEC) and Reclassification (IER), supported by mentors from 

Member States that have IEC teams, while adhering to humanitarian principles and fostering mutual 

respect. 
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6. Commits, at all levels i.e. global, regional and national, to inclusivity, and to renew efforts to 

strengthen and consolidate further cooperation between the three INSARAG Regional Groups, and 

with regional and sub-regional organizations, especially in the areas of preparedness, capacity-

building, operations and training, as well as among Member States in each region.  

  

7. Encourages the INSARAG Regional Groups to fully support and promote the development of national 

USAR capacities and building of greater engagement with Light teams, and urges all Member States 

to ensure ownership of the process to strengthen national capacity; a shift that is reflected in 

humanitarian and development policies more broadly as a means to manage risk and make best use 

of local capacities and experiences. 
 

8. Recognizes the work undertaken by INSARAG to develop innovations in and recommendations for 

operational and organizational guidelines for the capacity-building of national USAR teams, and 

encourages Member States to support such efforts, fully recognizing that international response is a 

complement to national capacity.  
 

9. Ascertains the increasing and expanding role of international USAR teams i.e. ‘beyond the 

rubble’, in response to major disasters—as demonstrated following the earthquakes in New Zealand 

and Japan in 2011, following Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines in 2013, and the Nepal earthquake in 

2015, where international USAR teams provided services beyond the usual suite of USAR services—

calls upon INSARAG to continue to facilitate and encourage the development and deployment of such 

adaptable and flexible support. 
 

10. Acknowledges the determination of INSARAG members to strengthen their collaboration with 

OCHA, the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR), the International Federation 

of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), the World Health Organization (WHO), relevant UN 

agencies and Regional Organizations in order to stimulate concerted action during preparedness and 

response. 
 

11. Aims to reduce vulnerability as an underlying risk factor by developing in-country USAR capacity 

through the First Responders Training Programme, developed in collaboration with IFRC, and to 

build back better following a disaster to contribute to seamless recovery, giving due consideration to 

the influence of the processes and outcomes of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 

2015-2030, the World Humanitarian Summit in 2016 and the United Nations Conference on Housing 

and Sustainable Urban Development in 2016. 
 

12. Expresses satisfaction with the outcome of the second INSARAG Global Meeting and affirms our 

intent to hold the next INSARAG Global Meeting in 2020. 

 
 


