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Working Group on Training

Johannesburg, 6. December 2002

INSARAG Working Group on Training, Africa/Europe Region

At the Regional meeting in Revinge 2002, the composition of the Regional Working Group on Training was decided as follows: 

Claus Höllein (Chairman, Germany) and representatives from Austria, Denmark, Estonia, Poland, Sweden, Italy, Finland, Switzerland, South Africa, 1 additional African country, to be determined.

At the first meeting of the new established working group, representatives from Germany, Sweden, Iceland, Switzerland, South Africa, Finland and Denmark were present.

Austria, Estonia, Poland and Italy never replied to the invitation or could not participate for various reasons.

At the Revinge meeting, the following Terms of Reference were decided:

Short term (within the next 60 days)

· To identify existing and planned exercises and training events to be conducted in the Europe/Africa region in 2002-2003. To identify topics of training needs for SAR teams within the regional group. This should include location, objectives, dates, participation and eventual costs.

Long Term (by the next regional meeting)

· To identify recipient countries in the region which need training in disaster management for USAR and suggest an order of priority

To identify available training facilities for USAR in the region.

The following alternations to the Terms of Reference were suggested by the working group:

Terms of Reference

1. The Members of the working group are appointed by their respective INSARAG focal points in close cooperation with the chairman of the working group. The working group is open to any country/organisation within the region.

2. The chairman is elected by the participants of the regional Africa/Europe meeting for a two year period.

3. There will be no defined budget, but resources are made available, on a voluntary basis, by member's organisations.

4. The Working Group will focus only on training issues for Urban Search and Rescue in close coordination with working groups on training in the Americas and the Asia/Pacific regions.

5. The working group will act as a platform for the development and exchange of training programmes and material on search and rescue capacities in the region with the purpose of promoting the ability of performing efficient search and rescue operations nationally as well as internationally.

6. The working language will be English.

Tasks
1. Needs assessment on training for response to collapsed structures:

1.1. National response (mainly Africa)

1.2. International response (mainly Europe and South Africa)

2. Develop compendiums of existing training courses, facilities, material and exercises in the region. This should include location, objectives, dates, participation and eventual costs.
3. Initiate joint exercises in the region (the Singapore model).

4. Establish and maintain a tool for communication and the exchange of information related to the working group.

Methodology
1. Identification of focal points in the northern (Per-Anders Berthlin), western, eastern and southern Africa (Jacques de Plessi) and eastern Europe and IFRC (Urs Amiet).

All working group members contribute to the identification by using own networks and relations.

2. Introduction letter - including questionnaire - to be sent to all identified focal points in the region (all)

3. Questionnaire to focal points to identify USAR training courses, facilities and training material in the region and develop a compendium of these (Claus Höllein) in cooperation with the other regional group.

4. Establish and maintain an INSARAG Working Group on training Web Site/discussion board (Claus Höllein, Hannu Rantanen).

Outcomes of the meeting
Alternation of Terms of Reference were done and a list of tasks including a methodology was developed.

The introduction letter and the questionnaires on training needs assessment and training courses available mentioned in the methodology were completed during the meeting.

Plan of Action
Questionnaire on facilities to be developed by  as soon as possible (Per-Anders Berthlin).

Webpage to be established by end of January 2003 (Claus Höllein).

Identification of focal points by end of March:

· Northern Africa  (Per-Anders Berthlin)

· Sub Sahara (Jacques de Plessi)

· Eastern Europe (Urs Amiet)

Consult UN, IFRC and other international responding bodies on manuals (Claus Höllein, secreitariat).

Inform chair about planned exercises (all). 

Participate, if possible, in exercises and report back to working group (all).

Involvement of working group in planning the exercise in Armenia 2003 (all).

Identify existing exercise instructions e.g. Triplex (all).

Next meeting in March/April prior to the Regional Africa/Europe meeting in Holland (Claus Höllein). 

