Annex E DATA collection
During discussion at the Medical Working Group meeting, the promotion of research as listed in the TOR was discussed.  Following the recent experience in Haiti, a recommendation was made regarding collecting and publishing non-identified rescue and patient information for the purpose of advancing the international search and rescue mission.  The following recommendation was made.
The INSARAG Secretariat should establish guidelines for publication of rescue data after missions.  Ideally, the manner in which the data is collected and published should be in a fashion that:

· Does not identify individual patients;
· Does not provide benefit to an individual or to only one country for recognition of the publication;
· That does provide data if available, regarding:
· Age of patient;
· Gender;

· General parameters regarding entrapment:
· Type of structure;

· Collapse pattern;

· Entrapped versus entombed versus entrapped and entombed;

· Rescue activities performed to facilitate the extrication;

· How victim was located;
· Time:

· After incident when the patient was removed;

· Duration of rescue;
· From extrication to handover;

· Medical interventions during rescue if provided;
· Type of medical facility the patient was handed over to;

· Protective actions taken for patient if any;
· If the patient was followed up, how long after rescue;

· If the patient was followed up, what was patient’s condition at the time of the follow up;
As a trial of this concept, INSARAG could request the above data for Haiti rescue victims from teams deployed. The data could be collected and published under the INSARAG name, listing team contributions not individual contributors to the publication effort. In addition, it should also be submitted for peer review.
This process could set the template for future prospective data collection.

Perishable data such as this can advance the cause of international search and rescue.

