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INSARAG Medical Working Group
Sydney, Australia
15 – 17 April 2009
Chairman’s Summary
General
The third Medical Working Group (MWG) meeting was hosted by the Attorney General’s Department, Australia and held in Sydney from 15 – 17 April 2009.
The meeting’s List of Participants and observers is attached (Annex A).
Apologies were received from the following MWG participants:

· Dr. Thomas Eckhardt (The Netherlands);

· Dr. Rob Dawes (UK).
Chairman Opening remarks

The Chairman welcomed all participants and observers to the third MWG meeting on behalf of the INSARAG Secretariat. The meeting was officially opened by Mr. Gerry Foster, representative of the Attorney General’s Department.
MWG Meeting Objectives

The objectives of the MWG meeting were as follows:

· Finalise the Draft INSARAG Guidelines Medical Supplement;

· Finalise the Draft MWG changes to the IEC Checklist.

MWG Outputs
The MWG has completed the Draft INSARAG Guidelines Medical Supplement; it is available for review and comment. The MWG has also completed a review of the IEC Checklist with specific reference to the medical requirements during the classification process. The MWG has recommended changes which are available for review and comment.

In an effort to ensure the proposed medical guidelines are acceptable to the broader INSARAG community, the INSARAG Guidelines Medical Supplement have been developed with the focus on functional outcomes rather than being prescriptive with regard to qualifications as the clinical scope of practice varies significantly around the world.

Any Other Business
· The INSARAG Secretariat has informed the MWG that there will be no further MWG meetings for 2009. The continuation of the MWG following completion of its assignment will be determined by the INSARAG Secretariat;
· The MWG participants are unanimous in their support of the continuation of the MWG. Although the initial assignment has been completed as a draft which will be finalised following feedback from the broader INSARAG community, the MWG is of the opinion that there is still work required to address the following:

· Define best clinical practice as it pertains to the USAR environment (e.g. management of crush injury);

· Develop and propose medical training requirements:

· Operational;

· Clinical;

· Develop and propose a UMT competency framework;

· Develop and propose medical equipment and consumables cache requirements;

· Develop guidelines on medical input and or support to the USAR Team Leader that will facilitate the transition from the rescue phase to the early recovery phase;

· Periodic review based on Lessons Learned from actual responses with specific emphasis on the probability of survival as it relates to time and enhancements to the UMT capabilities that will improve survival probability during USAR operations.
· The INSARAG Secretariat has reiterated its request for members of the MWG to seek approval from their sponsoring agencies to support their participation in the IEC system. Once this approval has been obtained, individual MWG members are requested to submit their CV (IEC Classifiers CV Form) to the INSARAG Secretariat;
· A member of the MWG will provide feedback on the INSARAG Guidelines Medical Supplement and the draft medical recommendations to the IEC Checklist to the USAR Team Leaders at the annual meeting scheduled to be held in Iceland, 9-12 June 2009;

Meeting Closure

The MWG Chairman thanked all participants for their valuable participation during the meeting as well as the Australian Government for its generosity in hosting the meeting. The meeting was officially closed by the Chairman.



Annex A
MWG Participants and Observers
MWG Participants

	Name
	Country

	Mr. George Smith
	Australia

	Mr. Peng Bibo
	China

	Ms. Marla Nykyri
	Finland

	Dr. Erich Wranze-Bielefeld
	Germany

	Dr. Demetri Pyrros
	Greece

	Dr. Kobi Peleg
	Israel

	Dr. Shigeki Asahi
	Japan

	Dr. Olivier Hagon
	Switzerland

	Mr. Ahmed Mohamed
	United Arab Emirates

	Dr. Iain McNeil
	United Kingdom

	Dr. Judith Highgate
	United Kingdom

	Dr. Anthony Macintyre
	United States of America

	Mr. Trevor Glass
	FCSS, OCHA


MWG Observers

	Name
	Country

	Mr. Gerry Foster
	Australia
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