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Chairman’s Summary
1. Opening and Welcome
The Chairman welcomed all participants to the first Medical Working Group (MWG) meeting of 2011. The meeting was hosted by the National Emergency Commission and held in San Jose, Costa Rica from 30th March – 5th April 2011. The list of MWG Participants is attached (Annex A).
The MWG meeting was held immediately prior to the IEC Workshop on 4th April 2011 and the Annual USAR Team Leaders Meeting which ran from 5th – 7th April 2011.  This enabled those members of the MWG required to participate in the IEC Workshop and USAR Team Leaders meeting to do so.

It was also the first time the MWG meeting coincided with the Training Working Group (TWG) and Operations Working Group (OWG) meetings. This proved to be highly valuable as a platform for information sharing and cross-pollination of ideas.  It also allowed the respective groups to identify work that needs to be carried out by other groups in order to deliver outputs as required by the respective TOR.
The MWG welcomed Dr Abraham Villasenor from USAID/OFDA to the group.
2. Apologies

Apologies were received from the following MWG participants:

· George Smith (Australia);
· Demetrios Pyrros (Greece);
· Jun-Ichi Inoue (Japan);
· Kobi Peleg (Israel);
· Thomas Eckhardt (Netherlands)
· Mohan Tiru (Singapore);
· Olivier Hagon (Switzerland);
· Iain McNeil (UK);

· Rudi Coninx (WHO).

Members of the MWG who planned to participate in this meeting were actively engaged in the recent events in New Zealand and Japan and others are currently engaged in the North African and Middle East crises. Therefore attendance was less than originally anticipated.

3. Adoption of Agenda
The Draft Agenda was reviewed, amended and adopted as the Final Agenda for the meeting. For a copy of the Agenda, refer to Annex B.
4. Review 2011 INSARAG Steering Group Meeting Minutes with reference to the MWG

· The INSARAG Steering Group (ISG) thanked the MWG for its work so far, which it endorsed along with continuation of Trevor Glass as Chairman;

· The MWG should continue and produce outputs as given in the revised Terms of Reference (TOR) of the MWG. These outputs will be reviewed at the ISG 2012 meeting and its continuation determined following the review;

· The ISG welcomed the participation of the World Health Organisation (WHO) to the MWG. Furthermore, it expressed its support of the WHO / PAHO
 lead initiative on the development of guidelines and registration for Foreign Medical Teams (FMT).
· The ISG thanked the Governments of Israel and South Africa respectively for their offers to host the second MWG meeting. It was determined that the second MWG meeting should be held in South Africa in November 2011 in conjunction with the 3rd Biennial Emergency Medicine in the Developing World Conference. See Annex C.

· The ISG agreed that members of the MWG will, as far as is practicable, participate in all future IECs as a medical classifier and requested member countries to make their MWG members available.

5. Inter-Working Group Overview
This meeting provided the first opportunity for the MWG, TWG and OWG to meet in parallel. Accordingly each group introduced its participants, gave an overview of its Terms of Reference (TOR) and outlined key strategic priorities going forward.
The three groups also conducted an overview of the recent responses to Christchurch, New Zealand and Japan to identify issues of relevance to the respective groups and to identify matters of interest for the USAR Team Leaders meeting.

All representatives from the respective groups agreed that conducting the meetings in parallel holds great benefit. This permits the ability to collaborate on issues of common significance, as did occur during the meeting.

It is therefore proposed that this practice continues with at least one meeting per year being run in parallel with all groups.

6. Review of WHO/PAHO Technical Consultation Meeting
Members of the INSARAG MWG were requested to participate in the inaugural meeting of the Technical Consultation on International Foreign Medical Teams (FMTs) Post Sudden Onset Disasters (SODs). This meeting was jointly facilitated by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO). It was held from 7th-9th December 2010 in Havana, Cuba.

The aim of this initiative is to provide guidelines for medical teams and/or facilities responding internationally to sudden onset disasters. For a detailed overview of the meeting, see Annex D.
A component of this initiative is the envisaged formulation of minimum standards for medical care teams and facilities and outline possible mechanisms for global registration/accreditation and national coordination.

The urban search and rescue community has benefitted from similar initiatives established by INSARAG and serves as a prospective model for the above-mentioned initiative.

The INSARAG MWG reviewed the meeting proceedings and fully endorses and supports the initiative.

7. MWG TOR activities
Completed Activities

As per the MWG TOR, the MWG developed a number of Draft Medical Guidance Notes for consideration by the ISG. These draft documents were endorsed during the recent ISG meeting held in Geneva in February 2011. After being endorsed, the following documents are now available for public distribution.

1. Provision of Medical Care in an Austere Environment, specifically Confined Space;
2. Recovery of Deceased during USAR Operations;
3. Donation of Medical Supplies and Equipment Prior to Demobilisation;
4. Identification of USAR Medical Personnel;
5. INSARAG Medical Handover Form;
6. Clinical Guidance Note on Crush Syndrome;
7. Clinical Guidance Note on Amputations & Dismemberment.
In light of the cases of on-site amputation and dismemberment that occurred during the Christchurch earthquake response the MWG reviewed its guideline on amputation and dismemberment. Following the review it was agreed that the document is relevant and applicable and was therefore not amended.
In addition, the INSARAG Guidelines Medical Supplement has also been endorsed and is available for public distribution.

It is envisaged that these documents will be available on the INSARAG website once it has been completed.

Meeting Activities

The ongoing activities are listed in order of priority:

1. Formatting of guidance notes into the standardised technical guidance note format being prepared by the TWG for all three working groups.

2. Develop a Basic Medical Rescue Training Package to support:
a. TWG First Responders’ Course;
b. TWG Light Training Course;
3. USAR Medical Personnel:
a. Assessing core competencies required of USAR medical personnel;

b. Determine roles & responsibilities;

c. Prepare Position Descriptions for USAR medical personnel;

d. Identify minimum training standards.
4. Prof. Anthony Macintyre facilitated a discussion on the recently published article “Survival Interval in Earthquake Entrapments: Research Findings Reinforced during the 2020 Haiti Earthquake Response” of which he is the author. (See Annex E).
5. Reviewed the article presented as a Letter to the Editor on “Optimizing Medical Response to Large-scale Disasters: The Ad Hoc Collaborative Health Care System” authored by Dr. Kobi Peleg (See Annex F).
6. Dr Peng Bibo delivered a presentation on the CISAR response experience to Japan.
7. Prof. Efraim Kramer delivered a presentation on Rescue South Africa response experience to Japan.
8. Mr Trevor Glass delivered a presentation of the Christchurch response to New Zealand.

8. New Issues Identified for Future MWG Activity
Based on the lesson identified from the recent responses to Christchurch, New Zealand and Japan during the joint MWG, TWG & OWG Lessons Learned overview, the following issues have been identified for potential future review by the MWG:

· International USAR response to disasters with the potential for radiation exposure;
· International USAR response to disasters with the potential for asbestos exposure;

· International USAR response to disasters in extreme climate environments;

· Medical aspects of decontamination;
· International USAR response to earthquakes that result in tsunami’s e.g., water contamination, hypothermia, HAZMAT;

· Medical considerations when responding to a developed country compared to developing and less developed countries.

9. Participation in the relevant sessions of the INSARAG Annual USAR Team Leaders Meeting

The MWG facilitated the following sessions of the USAR Team Leaders’ meeting:
· Review and update of the MWG activities and current priority tasks;

· “Survival Interval in Earthquake Entrapments: Research Findings Reinforced during the 2020 Haiti Earthquake Response” by the author Prof. Anthony Macintyre, MWG member and USA 1 Medical Director.

· Facilitation of various lesson learned workshops on recent responses to Christchurch, New Zealand and Japan.

10. MWG Meeting Schedule 2011

The second MWG 2011 will be held in Cape Town, South Africa from 18th – 22nd November 2011. This meeting will occur immediately after the 3rd Biennial Emergency Medicine in the Developing World Conference which is scheduled to be held from 15th – 17th November 2011.
11. Any Other Business

· It is planned to hold an IEC Workshop in Singapore in July 2011. Two of the objectives of this workshop is to develop a discipline specific TOR and to clarify certain issues on the IEC Checklist.  Therefore, the MWG is requested to start the preliminary work on developing a detailed Medical IEC TOR and to review the medical aspects of the IEC Checklist.
· The development of the new INSARAG website was discussed with specific reference to the MWG page within the site. MWG members are invited to access www.advant.se/insarag to test the system and provide feedback. The log on details for working group members is as follows.

Username testuserwg

Password: testuserwg;


Feedback should be provided to insarag@un.org 

· The MWG has established a “dropbox” for information sharing between its members. There is also an overall working group “dropbox” which includes sub-folders for each of the working groups.
12. Meeting Closure

The MWG Chairman thanked the host, the National Emergency Commission, all participants and their sponsors for their valuable contributions during the meeting. The meeting was officially closed by the Chairman.

� Pan American Health Organisation, the regional office of the World Health Organisation. 









